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affected in a conſiderable degree by an in- 
| fluence connected with the revolutions of 
2 Sun and Moon,” . 15 e 

4. Amonigſt a'vatiety of facts adduced i in 
ſopport of this doctrine, the following be- 
ing analogous to the phenomena of the 
tides, appear to be the moſt FRO and. 
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| concluſive: 3 
«x, That the e regie of fevers ſhew 
| TED | themſelves 


FLY 


| thanſtieesin' a greater degree of violencs 
0 about the full and change of the Moon (that 
s to ſay, about three days and a half before 
ündd after; including at each period a ſpace _ | 
| of about ſeven days) than during manger 7 2 5 
vals between neee. rig Ha dl: 0 © 
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1 2. That be 8 of fevers oc 
eurring during the periods deſeribed are 
conſtantly more about mid · day and night 
(that is to ſay, in the ſpace included bes 
' tween half after eight in the morning, and 
half aſter three in the aſternoon; and bes 3 
_ tween half after eight in the evening, and 1 
half after three in the morning ; inclading — 
at each a ſpace of about ſeven hours) than — 

TOO —— 4 ſpaces; | 
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Bo mg, EE "Nags 0 | 
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they abate in violence upon abe enpiration 


| a of the full and change, ſhift al ſo the of ; 
= ſion or attack to a later Hos... | 


bd 
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5 * Varieus patter 3 8 
1 ments have been ſtated, anne 
1 ſays, that bis obſervat ns of ſol- lunar i in⸗ 
ſtuence have not been confined to Go 
3 that epilepſy, inſanity, paralytic affec- 
tions, head-achs, inflammations of the eyes, 
aſthmas, phtbiſical coughs, gouts, rheuma= - 
ms, tooth-achs, pains and ſwellingsof the 
| hver and ſpleen, diarrhoeas, colics, coſtive-- 
naeſs, complaints in the urinary paſſages, 
| boils, ulcers, ſores, and eruptions of different 
| kinds, often aſſumed an intermittent form, 
: . | and returned regularly with the full and 


„ : EG change 


"£960 


3 and Apes or 

diminiſod during the intervals. He alſo 
| conceived: that the hemorrhoids, the fits of 
teethiug in children, and the delivery of 
women wich child, ate directed to happen 

more frequently at theſe periods than durivg | 
ae intervals bY the ws law. | ; 
168 To delencine Abet thers aQually _ 
exiſt in nature a General Law of ſo great 
power, or whether it be merely the Phan- 
tom of a few individuals, mult certainly ap- 
| pear to every man of ſenſe and candor to 
be a matter of conſequence, not only to 


Medicine but to gore # branch of * 
ere | 


+, 
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wy From this perſuaton l 10 ho in | 
| duced to undertake the collection of all the 


information I can obtain on this ſubject, and 
© ny £ Re that every lover of Science | 


4 


Hill be ready to aſſiſt me with 15 teſtimoity 
- 8/far-p$ it goes on either fide of (the/queſs 
non, I have taken the liberty of requeſting . 

the communieation of any facts that may 

| ni: be ee with my walt 
object, 5 | 


ia 4 
14.4 


a * ep vt 
That my Hiſtory of Facts may be 43 - 
fait and impartial as poſſible, I muſt alſo 
| requeſt, your permiſſion t to publiſh, what- 
ever you communicate, in your own words, 


LY 


3 and with your name ere. 5 
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| * Ital 5 to have the pleaſure of 1585 : 


41 know it for certain, and it will be readily believ- 
ed, that the apprehenſion of having their Letters expoſ- 
cd to the examination and criticiſm of the public has 
deprived me of many correſpondents, and of much va- 
laable information; and it will naturally occur, that 
nothing but a full perſuaſion of the truth of what they 
had to communicate, could have encouraged thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who have favoured me with letters to * 
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6 From Dr. James Lind's Thee. 
68' From Dr. Robert Jackſon's Publicativan, | To: SHITE * 


$9 From Dr, Blane, Moſely and Hunter's Treatifes | ; 
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.. From Dr. Balfour's Treatiſes, ae. comprehending Obſervations mals 
— at Lucknow, Banaret, Coach Behar, Calcutta, Madras, * 


152 VS Good Hope, st glean and England, 71775 12 7 
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* The diftances marke2 ia this colin a ebe ef 


qailey in a direct line between the places where the obſervations were made 
and the utmoſt reach of the tides at the ſprings; and 1 have taken pains 
oo aſcertain them upoy the firſt authority; becauſe Dr. James Lind has 
| hitely advanced that „ Lunar influence will be no where obſerved but | 


here the tides rifing high ot the things oveeSep. the nk, * * 
Fer ea . * 
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| - of are — for and years, in 
=. - 004 805 by an a affe@tion of the liber ; 
and frequent attacks f fever er. 3 and, having | 
in chat period watched with great attention 
0 the approaches of the ſprings, the-feſalt of 
my bbſervations enables, me to ſpeak poi 
| tively to the truth of the facts {tated in 2 
i , | firſt and third articles of your letter of the 
- 22d ultimo, by anſwering that, for ſeyeral 
months i in ſucceſſion, I have felt either A 
return or an inoreaſe of fever, not only 
about the time of the new, bur Uke wile of 
the; full Moon; and that the. violence. of 
theſe attacks was invatiably dimiaiſhed, or 
the fever entirely gone off, in the courſe of 
three or four days after the height of the 
Jprings—With evidence ſo flrong I muſt 
oo the verieſt ſceptic upon earth were I to T 
. | entertain 
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| (49) 
entertain a doubt of the influence of the 
mon on the human body, in fevers; at 
leaſt of her being concerned in producing 
moe periodical effefts, which-I have ſo of- 
ten experienced. Nor is it optional, where | 

proof is ſo clearly brought forward and fup= 

ported by the evidence of the ſenſes, to be- 
| an WY | 


80 8 wot been ſufficiently 
minzte and attentive. to enable me to ſpeak 

folly upon the facts ſtated in the ſecond ar- 
ticle of your letter. I can however venture 
to ſay that, ſo often as I have taken notice, 
I have found that the paroxyſms of the fe- 
ver during the ſprings, were generally more 
_ Violent about mid-day, even fo late as four 
\ "if clock, than at any other time. 


- The fads lated in the fourth article of 
your . I can ſpeak to from experience, 
| C | 


5” | having Zh 
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| having partieulatly attended: to the ciroum- 


ſtance in the latter end of the year 8 3 and 


beginning of 8 4, during a very ſevere illneſs, 
which terminated in a fever and ague. The 
difference of time between the return of the 


fever on one day, and that on the day fol- 


lowing, was generally, I think, from half an 
hour to three quarters later. sil 


I chall be extremely happy if any of theſe 


circumſtances can be of the ſmalleſt uſe to 


you; at all events you have my full permiſꝭ 
 fion'to-publiſh them, kc ec. 
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£ (49); 
p. S. Arcireumiſtance having occurred 
vrhich prevented me from ſending vou this 525 
letter yeſterday, Lavail myſelf of the op- 
| portunity of adding one obſervation more 
on the ſubject: which perhaps would with 
greater propriety have made part. vf, the 
firſt paragraph of my letter, it being con- 
nected with, and appearing | to be a further | 
confirmation of, the fact ſtated 1 in the firſt ar- 
ticle of your letter. It is that, during an 
obſtinate fever which I contracted in the 
upper part of the, country, and which hay-_ 
| ing about me for nearly two years, I with- 
out attending to the approaches of therfull 
and change, have ſeyeral- times: diſcovered 
the return of theſe periods by my own feel- 
| ings. and return. of my fever. f 1 ERA co 
n vir han þ Jy 1 1120 dv ease 
* Accompanying are my e on. 
the influence of the Mi feyers as far 
as J have obſerved.— Several years ago, and 
„„ © 23 . 


3 FE WF 5 
cry mall and change, I committed my 
ſentiments on the ſubje&, and ſent them to 


= 1 a friend of mine of the faculty in Scotland. 
| They were in ſubſtance the ſamb as theſe, 
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nar Influence in fevers, I found a deſire 
0 ſend you | the encloſed narrative of ſotmne 

ceircumſtances which paſſed under my own: - 


obſervation. Iam perfectly conſcious how 


very inadequate theſe obſervations muſt be 
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( #1 ) 
tant een which you are proſecuting with Y 
"fo much. credit to yourſelf and benefit to 


| mankind, _ I am led, however inGgnificant | 
they may appear, to add my mite, in the 
a hope that you will believe it proceeds from 
| an anxious defire to render all the infor- 
£ mation in my power to a perſon ſo merito- 
] riouſly employed. But I have to requeſt 
in the moſt particular manner, that you 
will not ſuffer my trifling remarks to be 
publiſhed. If you conceive them even 
worthy a "IO yy end is 890 ans 
ay pr : 
of . 25 2 1 . &. 
fie VVV 
"m e, n J, , · 
* | Ne, 57 
ant | 9 3 i 
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Wb. The 1 are the Retarks 
Which wete communicated by Mr. Black, 
and Which afterwards he permitted me 
to publiſh with other obſervations cbit- 
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2 a RP 4 May I 789, I accom- 


T ae 4 


officers and one hundred and fifty ſepoys, 


panied a detachment conſiſting of three 


- 


whowere ordered from Dacca to reinforce, 


a.detachment commanded by Lieut. Cheap 
in che Sylhat diſtrict; Where they had been, 


for ſome months before. The country. in 


which Lieut. Cheap had hitherto been em- 


ployed being very low, and always inun- 


dated during the rainy ſeaſon, rendered it 


 necelary to mobe to ſome higher ſpot. 


He accordingly made choice of- A bill ober- 


0 with thick jungle, and large foreſt trees, | 
which after much trouble and labour were 
clared . as well 5 the nature and eir- 

1 | $, cumſtances | 


X nd ET 

- unijaces of the ſituation would admit of, 
Great numbers of the trees were very large, 
and as the rains ſet i in, workmen could: not 
be procured to cut them up, fo as to admit 
of their being rolled away, conſequently a 

great number, remained on the ſpot where 
; they were felled. Upon joining ng in the 
month of May, we found Lieut. Cheap's 
detachment very ſickly... | In the courſe of 
A few days. two of the officers were ſeized 
with fevers, and. obliged to go, to Sylhet i in 
order to procure medical aſſiſtance. In leſs 
than a month moſt of the ſepoys were at- | 
tacked. with a fever, which almoſt invari- 
ably. came on about the full or change of 
the Moon, and generally went off during 
the intervals. The firſt ſymptoms of this 
fever were, a tenſive weight in the back of 
the head, laſſitude, thirſt, and the perſon 
generally complained of being diſturbed at 
n by 9 dreams. In oy month | 
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48 we were joined by a e Dock | 
tor William Moore; I generally attended 
him every morning where the ſick were 
collected; and, to the beſt of my recoljec- 


tion, the medicines which he generally 


adminiſtered, were firſt either Emetic Tare 


tar or Calomel; and aſterwards Bark in 
ſubſtance, Theſe ſometimes procured an 
intermiſſion of the fever, but the patient : 
invariably relapſed toward the full or change 


| of the Moon. I think generally rather be- 


fore than after that period. Their relapſes. 


were almoſt in every. inſtance accompanied 
With ſymptoms of a more alarming nature, 

uch as inflammations of the liver and ſplean, bY 
dyſentery, ſwelled legs, and in. many in- 8 
; ſtances the face ſwelled and became pale 


and gloſſy. Some alſo were attacked with 


A molt violent retching and purging, which 
frequently proved fatal.—-It appears to me , 
that — who uſed the Bark moſt freely 


were 


„ TT 
vere in general more ſubjeſt to thoſe vio · 
lent ſymptoms, than thoſe who uſed it 
more moderately, ' 1 know but one in- 
uses of any perſon recovering from this 
fever, without having experienced frequent 
relapſes, This was @ ſervant of my own, 


to whom, upon the frft appearance of the 
 fover, I had given ſome Emetic Tartar; but 
the man being naturally of a very weakdy 


conſtitutian, became in the coprſe of a few 


days ſo extremely redyced, as made it ap- 
| pear to me dangerous to give him any ac- 
tive medicine, —I therefore reſalved on - 
giving him fame Emetic Tartar in very 
ſmall quantities — accordingly put four 

grains into a quart bottle of water, and gave 
him a ſmall wine glaſs full, every hour 
from day break until evening.—lt acted 


A only as a purge; the man got better daily, 


is now in my ſorviee, and never had a re- 
tern of the- Gen. I mention this cir 
| cumſtance 


7 


milie besauſe it es to me e fins 
gular. In the month of September I was 
ordered down to the Preſidency in charge 
of ſeven European artillery men; who had - 
_ ſerved with the detachment, and whe. were 
| totally unfit for duty from repeated relapſes. 
” During the courſe of our paſſage to Dacca, 
1 Was ſeized with a ſhivering fit ſucceeded. 
with a ſmart fever, and violent perſpiration; 
after which I had no return of the diſorder 
for ſome months.” When our boats put to 
on the evening of this day, I found that 
HRW moſt of my ſervants, and all the artillery 
| men had experienced a relapſe of the fever. 
3 This eircumſtance appearing ſingular, 1 
took a memorandum of the day of the 
OY month, and upon my arrival at Dadca, on 
bl referring to an almanac, I found that the 
| day on which it occurred was that Which 
1 preceded the full Moon. In the gourſe of 
our paſſage from Dacca to the Profidgneys 
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„ N 
five of the men were attacked on the ſame 
day with a return of the fever; and I par- 
5 ticularly remarked that this circumſtance 
| happened about the change of the Moon. 
To the beſt of my recollection the fever 
went off i in the courſe of four or five days. 
L All theſe men were affected with inflamma- 
tions of the liver and ſpleen, and many of 
them had ſwelled legs. 1 really do not 
particularly recollec at what time the 4 
| roxyſins of this fever generally made its 
appearance. During my reſidence at Dacca 
I was twice attacked with an ague and fe- 
ver. Ia the firſt inſtance the paroxyſms 
invariably came on every ſecond day be- 
teen the hours of 11 and 12 o clock at 
noon, and in the ſecond inſtance, which 
continued. 9 days ſucceſſively, always be- 
tween the hours of. I and: 2 0 clock in the | 
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" $ECOND RTE PROM LIEUT. BLACK, 


1 von conceive that” any part of the 


ON 


; 5 to * the ſubject of L Influence, 


you have my hearty permiſſion to make uſe 


of it in any manner you think proper ; but as 


it was intended for your private incpecdion 3 
only, | muſt requeſt that you will expunge 


whatever may appear to vou extraneous, 
and alſo that you will correct any inaccu- 


racies which may gccur,—l really ly do not re- 
collect whether the two attacks of the fe- | 


I ver which I had at Dacca, happened at the 
Full or change of the Moon. From co- 


temporary circumſtances, I think the- firſt 


happened about the roth of January I 790, 


and the ſecond about the I 5th of October, 
: of the ſame year. Indeed the truth of Lu- 
| - nar Influence in fevers was ſo ſtrongly im- 
preſſed on my mind, that I looked upon 
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rde attacks Lappining at either the full or 
change of the Moon, more eſpecially in that 
part of the world, as a matter of eertainty. 
I was unpardonably negligent in not in- 
forming you that, during my refidence at 
- Berhainpore, in 1791 and 1792, 1 was 
chree times attacked with an intermitting 
fever, which invariably came on about the 

full Moon. The furgeon who attended 
me during my laſt illneſs, Doctor Spottiſc 
wood, adviſed me to take two or three doſes 
of Bark for ſome days preceding and fol- 
wing the full and new Moon. I accord- 
ingly did ſo for ſome months, and have not 
| finee had any return of the complaint. 

— Since my arrival at this place, I had a fever 
Which 1 attributed to having wantonly ex- 
poſed myſelf to che ſun in the month of 
April, when engaged in ſuperintending 
Lim en works which One Mackenzie | 

bad 


(35) : 
_ pear, haweyer, that the Moon had any in- | 
| fluence. on this fever; and J had great rea- 
ſon to think that it Was infectious „ as 
Mrs. Black was, ſoon after my recovery, 


attacked with a fever of a ſimilar nature, 
and accompanied with the ſame ſymptoms. 
A woman alſo who was giving ſuck to an 
infant in our houſe, and ſeveral others of 
my ſetyants, were attacked with fevets, all | 
of Which were accompanied with, ſimilar 
ymptoms. Jam the more inclined to 
think, that Lunar Influence had not any 
effect on this fever, as ſeveral revolutions of | 
the Moon have occurred ſince that period, 
and no perſon bas experienced a relapſe. It 
appears to; me, thou Sh l conſcious howiill 
qualified L am to give an opinion on the 
— Tubjett,: that the influence. of the Moon. in > 
ee is more particularly. apps to 
ad Ry, „ © thoſe 1 5 
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thoſe which are contracted in the eaſtern 


parts of Bengal, or in countries much co- 
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| vas kobe) ion 
5 was s for days 290 Favoured 1 


Four's s of the 2bih ultimo, but I am ſorry 
to ſay that my 7 debilitated ſtate from lang 


diſpoſition, renders me totaly unable, as 


As- 


alſo oy mind tos uncollected, to reſpond 
fully to your letter; baving been confined” 


219411 Sage — 


to roy bed, where 1 ſtilf aw, theſe [= 


months paſt "be des wich? t ere are but 
fout or five Geitlemen of the Battalion | at 


Dacca Wirk me, to whom 1 ſhewed your 
letter, and” intertogated concernin 8 your 


91 


. quer ies. 


V | 
| quofies. But theit anſwers were only im 
| herent, that they believed ſuch was the caſe; 
but had not paid particular attention, whe- 
ther the full and change of the Moon had 
any influence on the fever they had had or 
not, but underſtood ſuch to be the caſe ; 
and in general with moſt fevers in this 
country. In ſhort, I could gather nothing 
from any body worth putting to paper. 1 
have myſelf neyer attended any of the Gen- 
tlemen at preſent with me in fevers, and | 
5 indeed my own health has been ſo bad for 
ſome time paſt, that my mind is totally i in. 
; capacitated to think or ſtudy much, yet 1 
am perfectiy aſſured myſelf of the reality of. 7 
_ the Moon's influeuce.on fever in general; 


* many remarks of which 1 made formerly, F 


; and ſubmitted to paper, eſpecially the two 
years L was in Cooch Bahar; and as many 
5 aterward upon the ſame over, which 
preg were 


were attendant on moſt of us, even that 
= length of time after we left the country. 
But theſe; as well as many other remarks 
and obſervations, were burnt with every 
thing belonging to me at Caunpore in 
178 5, when my bungaloes were demoliſhed 
by fire; ſince which, I have ſeldom trou- 
bled myſelf: much about medical matters, 
except hen neceſſity, from no profeſſional 
man being preſent, obliged me. Moſt of 
the Gentlemen w om I formerly attended 
are diſperſed; gone home; or- deceaſed; in 
Oococh Bahar, as L. believe you muſt your- 
ſelf recollect. No man eſtaped the fever, 
except poor Sir Patrick Balfour; nor did it 
leave moſt of us for a long period after 
quitting: that country. It was there the 
Moon's. influence on the paroryims of fe- 
vers firſt attracted my notice, and led me 
to make many obſervations on fevers after- 
Wards, hen I found that it had the ſame 
| : Sli | OP, iD: 8 effect 


C's" 


eſſect upon them in general. Theſe FOR 
after the firſt attack generally returned two | 
or three days before the full and change: 
though with ſeveral of the natives, alſo. Le» 
mond, Sandford, James Dickſon, and-my» Vo 
ſelf, ſometimes only at the change; and the 
violence of the paroxy ſins increaſed gradu- 
ally fer four, bve, and ſometimes fin and 
ſeyen days; when they gradually diminiſh« 

add in the violence of the fits, which were 

fometimes alſo attended, eſpecially about 

the third day, wih delirzum, preceded by 
heavineſs and head-ach. i For the four or 
ive firſt days, they came on twice in the 
tu enty- four hours, more violent in the pa- 


ronyſmms ot fits, eſpecially in the evening; 


but this was not the caſt with all; for with 
ſome, eſpecially the natives, the fever of- 
ten iatexmitted for naar à whole day, 1 
mean twenty: ſour hours; and alſo with 
many, the fever was enntinual or two or 
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655 days together; and then let them 
almoſt entirely, aftet having reduced them 
to a very weak ſtate in that ſmall ſpace of 
time. However? theſe variations were but 
with few in general, the paroxyſms were as 
before mentioned, increaſed in violence on 
the fourth, fifth; and ſeventh day; general- 
ly moſt violent in the evening; towards the 
eriſis, only once a day, and then late in the 
| evening, or if in the morning hours; eleven 
© clock, or near noon. Theſe obſervations 
are all that 1 can recollect, and bring my 
mind to unburthen at preſent, and am 
afraid, my dear Balfour, indeed I am confi- 
| dent, ate but indeterminate ideas, in com- 
pariſon of what you wiſhed from tne. But 
at preſent I am too ill to recollect or lay 
down every thing! more fully or ex planatory, 
unleſs I had my papers to remind me and 
copy from. However I never heard the 
8 eee the Moon's influence ove 8 
5 2 85 this 
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this country yet doubted, as it occurs almoſt 
daily at a certain ſeaſon of the year, when 
fevers frequently prevail. But probably 
Doctor Hamilton of my battalion will write 


vou more fully and clearly on this 
as he ſaid he would in anſwer to vour let- 
ter. In the mean time excuſe my con- 


cluding. this ſcrawl,. as well as the many 


errors in it, for which I hope my ſickneſs 
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I am favoured with yours, containing the 
papers addreſſed to the Geiitlemen of the 
F aculty. L received them when 15 wg ig 
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6 
company with one who coincided with 
you in the doctrine of Lunar Influence, but 
ſeemed averſe to go into print. You may 
depend upon my circulating the papers 

| among the faculty, As far as my memory 
aaſliſts, 1 will commit any facts relative to 
my lony ag attack to hay ani and tranſmit it to 
ye ou.” 01. 


„ : 
w4 4 — 43 4 : . » 
"4 ” "4 n 
RE. * 9 0 .  #x # #- « 


cum, 120 July, 1793 


No. 5. 


= anſwer te to your letter of the Fee Ie 
laſt, I ſhall relate ſuch matters as I can re- 
member, reſpecting the acceſſion, duration, 
and abatement, of the fevers, by which L 
by been very much afflicted at Manne 9 
9 1 | * Ba for 2 df 
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3 Id never notice at what teme v the 
Moon the firſt attacks have generally com · 
menced; but the fever never failed to re» 
turn at the next ſucceeding full or change, 
if there had not been, which was ſeldom, 
if ever, the caſe, a ſufficient interval of time 
for medicine to remove it entirely. It fur- 
ther occurs to my recollection, that the fever 
was much more violent, if returning a day | 
or two previous to the fullor change, than if it 
had come on two or three days after either of 
theſe periods; and it was ſo eſtabliſhed an 
obſervation of the more prevalent influence 
of the Moon at thoſe particular periods, that 
myſelf, as well as all others, 1 believe, af. | 
| flifted with the feyer, even after having el. 
caped its return, continued for ſome time 
afterwards to uſe preventives at theſe pe- 
nods of the 3 and "os PO only,” 


J do 
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+ do not recblleet ſeeing an inſtance of ® 
os fever's attacking or returning in the 
night time; ; the firſt attacks were generally SY 
from about eight to ten o'clock in the morn- | 


ing, the paroxyſms continuing generally. 


- five hours the firſt day; but as the fever 
gave way to medicine, the acceſſion became 
poſtponed two, or ſometimes three, hours 
later than at the preceding paroxyſms; 
0 then abated in violence and duration 

in proportion to the e their later 
acceſſion. 


| 1 -b nde e eb 

nity, to notice whether the paroxyſms: of 
the fever abated in violence at the expira- 
tion of the third or fourth day ſubſequent 
to full: or change, independent of the effet 
af medicine; but I never remember that, 
having wholly eſcaped: the return of the 
en * the full or change of the 
FFF | Moon, | 
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IAD many fevers at Midnapore, and, as 
well as I can now remember, they were in 
general, if not always, influenced by the 
full and change of the Moon ; that is, I had 
commonly the firſt attacks of them i in one 
of the three days preceding or following 
theſe; periods, but oftener thoſe preceding 
them. The relapſe I have obſerved alſo to 
happen about the return of theſe periods, 
unleſs prevented by medicine given during 

the interval. I have obſerved the ſame in 
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many caſes, both Europeans and natives. 
I cannot n as to the e number. 


3 


. 


J 3 at this diſtance Suse | 
the exact hour of the day or night in Which 
I was commonly {-*zed with the fever; but, 
to the beſt of w 7 recollection, it was of- 
tener in the morning and * than at 
any other time. 


Some of the fevers I had was very violent, 
and ſome of them much leſs ſo, which I 
imputed to the greater or leſs degree of re- 
laxation I laboured under when the fever 
attacked me, and to my then regular or ir- 

regular ſtate of body. The fever itſelf 
ſeemed to be peculiar to the place: for "OS 
change to a purer air generally removed it. 

I ought to have obſerved before, that it was 
a⁊ practice with many, who had ſuffered moſt 
from repeated attacks of the fever to take 
ky dei „„ EP ebea two - 
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two or three doſes of Bark only, May: 
a day or two before the commencement of 
the ones of full and change, and conti- 
ning i * their nee __ | 
0 | RICHARD comms. 


—_ 


No. 5 
I wave Fry ene 0 dhe fouer 
hen this battalion was at Dinagepore, 
and alſo at Midnapore, and am of opinion 
they were almoſt always influenced by the 
full or change of the Moon, and have ob- 
ſorved that the fits came on more frequeut- 
ly in one of the three days preceding, than 
in any of the three days after thoſe pe- 
nods. The fever moſt commonly came on 
in the day time, between the hours of ſeven 
in nr" ms. and two in the afternoon, | 
N | | 1 


FR & 4 9 
Lobſerved that dhe ferers which came on 


in the forenoon were more violent, and of & 


longer duration, than thoſe. that came on in 
theafternogn, Latterly, when at Midnapore, 
the fever came on about the commence» 
went of the ſecond quarter of the Moon, I 

had five or fix relapſes af that kind, but 
none of them near ſo ſevere as any of thoſe - 
before mentioned, and never preceded by 
the cold fit, The laſt attack was in Sep- 


tember 1792, fince which 1 have not bad 
any forer, 3 
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1 HAD ks attacks of the fever when 
with this battalion at Midnapore, and am 


15 of opinion they were in in general greatly 3 in- 
6 fluenced 


a: 
fluenced by the full and change of the 
Moon; and have obſerved, as well as Tcan' 
now recollect, that the fits moſt commonly 
carne on between eight in the morning and 
two in the afterrioon.” I am alſo of opinion, 
from experience, that a change of air fre- 
quently: rer wein of! Fg fever at 


le time it was aut 
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I bo my ſelf the honour of acknowled 8 | 
ing the receipt of your favour of the ad in- 
ſtant, covering a printed paper containing 
fundry queries on the ſubject of the lately 
revived dodrine of Lunar Infli uence on the 
human conflitution, ; Kc. &c. with a. Tequi- 
1 that, by circulating the Laid paper 
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TP 
among the officers of the corps I command, 
I would endeavour to -procure as many teſ- 
timonies as poſſible in further unh tien of 
that en 2319300 247 vnn 
ob Oo in nog. baſtuzdzo Viren noed 
With refyief 10 5 doubt has 
long ſince vaniſhed:; for though I ſhall mat 
heſitate to declare that J Have, for the greats 
eſt part of my life, been a pretty rigid ob- 
ſerver of the precept enjoined Adam by the 
ſeraph Raphael, via. to confine. his atten- 
tion to terreſtrial objects: as better adapted to 
his intellectual ſtrength, under the full af 
ſurance that the ſtemaining parts of the pla: 
netary ſyſtem ſtood in no ſort of need of his 
interference, ſo that no poſſible advantage 
could reſult from his vain attempts to in- 
veſtigate the ſublime and incomprehenſible 
arcana; yet have 1 been long enough a va- 
letudinarian to aſſert, with every neceſſary 
degree of confidence, that the Moon has, 
Ry | „ 5 at 
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at the periods you mention, à more than 
ordinary effect on the patient, under almoſt ' 
every complaint I have experienced, and I 
believe the contents of Pandora's box have 
been nearly exhauſted upon me. To de- 
ſcend to more minute particulars is at pre- 
dered the diſcuſſion of ſuch points more 
partieularly belonging to profeſſional men, 
| whoſe buſineſs; and even duty, it is to make 
COS ſuch obſervations as may 
in any degree contribute to the :improves 


ment of feienee, to the conſequent _ | 


ment of the human been er 
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3 : had been of your TOTS what 
you | have written would certainly have led 
me to make particular obſervations reſpect· 
ing the influence of the Moon on the hu- 
man frame; whatever concerns that i is im- 
portant, and if only one life ſhould be loſt, 85 
or one man's health materially injured, in BY 
the courſe of a phyfician- s practice, by an 
inattention to a; point of fo obvious a nature, 
and ſo eaſy to be aſcertained, I think he 
ought not to forgive himſelf, That there 
is an influence, lunatics, and other well 
known phenomena, plainly teſtify, I | 
ſhould ſuppoſe, therefore, that, if a difference 

of opinion exiſts upon the ſubject, it muſt 
relate to tho degree of this influence rather 
than to the general propoſition. . As to 
myſelf Ty: can IO out nothing that 
would 
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Chuovrra, 27 July, 1703. 3 
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cds not beer ſuit a deſultory converſa- 
tion than a letter, for J. have not data 


. enough to eſtabliſh; a ſingle item with cer- 
i tainty.—I believe I told you that ] I | knew a 


18 Ani 


; perſon. who Was worthy of credit, pi * had 


iir 


often occaſion. to obſerve. a wakefulneſs both 
in children and adults, but ef ſpecial y. the 
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| former, at the new and full Moon ; .and 1 
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have been in company where others have 


agr = in the obſervation, but L cannot ven- 
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ture to be circumſtantial. 4 . 
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| n 
on the points you are endedvouring to have 
aſcertained r eſpecting Sol: lunar Influence in 
various complaints, but am ſorry: It have 
none to communicate to ok of. e 
eciaſoqyens' for ee chezn 
40000 9 1. , 29s 4 ane aniired 
3% 8 not for 4 Jong 66 time . | 
any doubts of the exiſtence of the general 
law, and of its influence being often mani· 
feſted in fevers, particularly by the tendency 
; to relapſes at the full and change. The pre- 
caution which this ſuggeſts I have found of 
| great conſequende. i in practice, viz. of tecur- 
ing to remedies at theſe periods, even after 


- they were left off 3 in the intervals, and eon- 


tinuing chem! in this manner until ſtrength > 
was completely - re-eſtabliſhed. It is very 

common to meet with patients, conyaleſceit. 
: from intermittents, who probably never 
read a medical book, * are therefore not 
ö 1 in favourof any particular theory; - 
8 * Me 


| ſufficiently convinced from their own expe- 
| rience, . ſulſerings,' of the neceſity of 

attending: to the above precaution, and of 
carefully avoiding all irregularities ; at theſe 
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periods, Its being a matter of common ob» 
ſervation amongſt ſuch is no ſmall proof 


of this influence prevailing in a remarkable 
degree in Bengal. I think alſo every prac- 
titioner-in this country muſt have remark- 


ed, that medicines arc much more liable to 
fail in the effects expected from them at 


thoſe times than in the intervals, i. e. that 


there is often a difficulty in interrupting the 


ſucceſſion of paroxyſms during the ſprings, 


and that frequently it cannot be done com- 


5 pletely till they are over, when a continua- = 
tion of the . nn, yoo ions 


| anc) | 
- Sita SPOTTISWOODE. 5 
dunn July o, W ð 101 5 
72 


No. 


Have bad for many years ſucceſſitely x 
what in India is termed a jungle fever, 1 
frequently experienced the effect of the Sun | 
and Pune in 2 that diſonder. Dh ri Bern pigs 


12. 


The Influence of fthe a 81 Wee fele * 
about the time of the Autumnal Equinox, 
at Which periods the ferer commonly at- 
tacked me. At the full and change of the 

latter I obſerved, that in whatever ſtage of 
the diſorder they happened, the paroxyfinie- 
of the fever were then ſeverer than at any 
other times, but particularly ſo at the full 

lin CRF OY ou. 

or two after. 
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1 nave pe your queries reſpecting 


Ade Influence of the Moon in feyers, and 
in reply to them I have to inform you that 
IJ commanded a party of artillery in Coch 
| Bahar in 1773, when there were employed | 
at the fame time, in the reduction of that 
© country, t two battalions of Sepoys. In the 
courſe of the rainy ſeaſon moſt of the Euro- 
pean officers and a great number of the men 
were ſeized with fevers, ſubject to frequent re- 
lapſes a long time after the firſt attack; and 
I recollect perfectly, that it was the general 
opinion that theſe relapſes were brought « on 
by the full and change of the Moon, and 
that it was common for the officers to take 
remedies to prevent their r eturn at theſe 
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I was Hrfunkte! enough to eſcape the 
fever myſelf,” but 1 particularly remem- | 
ber that Sir P. Balfour and myſelf were 

the only officers of that detachment who 
did eſcape it; and that you uſed to in- 
pute my good health to the conſtant and 
great exerciſe which I always took, The 
only perſon alive of the detachment of a 
artillery 1 had on that ſervice is a Mr. 
Wood, who is now a conductor of ord- oy 

- nance at Monghier ; and of the two | bat- 
talions that were on that ſervice, I believe 
the preſent Major Dickſon and Captain 
Ogle are the only ſurvivors in India. Veur 
old friend Alſton died two or three years 
2805 and, during his life, as always ſub- 
ject to returns of hat in Cooch Bahar we 
uſed to call the ON? * 1 WP 
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— an unaccquntable, 
whether 


K 


| high or. lo, to patroniſe ot promote e with 
ardor or avidity objects of the molt. abſurd 
and nugatory nature, provided they be ſhowy 
and of eaſy comprehenſion ; ; while ſubje&s 
| pertaining to ſcience or art, which hold 
forth a leſs gaudy exterior, and though at- 
| taching to themſelves the moſt profound 
erudition or moſt acute ingenuity, .yet, in 
ſo far as in theſe their beſt commendations 
they require ſome thou ght to comprehend, 
or ſagacity to evolve, this rabble will run 
_- at full cry, and do their beſt to wor- 
ry. Truths of the greateſt magnitude have 
| mh in all ages, been treated with | 
much ungenerous ſcepticiſm, and many of 
the utmoſt importance to the human. ſpe- 
| cies have, I fear, in this vulgar ignorance, 
been totally rejected; and thence, moſt pro- 
bably, have ariſem the eras of learning aud 
darkneſs which have alternately : enlight« 
N and peopled, or reduced to waſtes, the 
oe: 8 ahn : 


: 6:36 3+ | 
ſpacious face of this our terreſtrial globe. 
| Socrates and Galen, Copernicus and Giles, | 


Harvey and Br 


ce, have each been ſubjected 


in their turns to the ſeyerity of perſecution; 
or ſeoff of ridicule; for "having propoſed 


facts, or aſſerted truths, Which now or 


Will ſoon, form the Cutholie Creeds of alt 


Who may pretend to learning or liberality. 
Nor ſhould: you, my good Sir, be aſhamed; 


if mankind Tight make you the object of 
their temporary obloquy for inculcating the 


| planetary influence on the human frame, 
a doctrine which had the pretty general ſup⸗ 


port of thoſe moſt admirable obſervers of 


nature, the Greek and Roman phyſicians; 


many of whom will ſnine for ages to come 


the luminaries of their profeſſion. The an- 
cients, in the circumſtance, I think, of-a 


mild and more ſteady climate, had a more 


convenient opportunity af attending to theſe 


unit orm opera ations of nature, which they 


in 


hb: <5 


in general have, as in all her more ſimple 
facts, been moſt happy in detailing.—It has 
not ſurpriſed me to ſee. the phyſicians in 
che more northern parts of Europe, wil 


the almoſt ſingular exception of our o.＋õm 


moſt excellent Cullen, treating this docs. 
trine as rather a chimerical reflooment thay 
uſeful. branch. of the healing art. But it 
aſtonilhes, me to find that ee of 
education, ö who, baye in thele, and ſimilar 
parts of the Britiſh dominions better oppor- 
tunities perhaps than the ancients of attend» 
1 ing to this ſubject, ſhould ſo; generally doubt 
the ſolar and lunar influence in feyers and 
other acute diſeaſes, to which their frail 
and mortal brethren, whether black or 
white, are all ſubject. Though probably 
fortunate themſelves in not having felt any 
perſonal illneſſes chat could have attrated 
their ſerious and. rational attenti ions, I won- 
der their mee, who in this country are 
| | | many 


n 
many of them wen of ſuperior netr: 
to thoſe the faculty practiſe on in ede 
parts, have hot rade them aware of it. For 
my own part, and a broken onſtitution is | 
my woeful proof, I unluckily cannot plead 
Seipſum ignorum Morborom Pando, 
though, had it been otherwife, I muſt never - 
kheleſs have been convinced by the remarks 
i of many intelligent patients, ho have re- 


beatedly, in my hearing, foretold the acceſ- 
ſion of their remittent and intermittent 
fevers on the change and completion of the 
Moon. Indeed 1 can fee no ſolid reaſon 
| why: the humours and air circulating within 
the human body ſhould be exempted from 
a Solar and Lunar Influence, any more than 
- the ſame humours aud air, in their more 
auguſt Nate of oceans, clouds, and atmoſ- 

phere, whoſe periodical viciflitades, as con- 
nected with and dependent on theſe two 

; boiies, the Moon ww Sul, none I believe 

1 F now 


. n like the ſource of rivers 


r 5 
now à days are hardy enough to doubt. 
Though it be hazardous to refer to events 
which took place ſome years ago, more eſ- 
pecially when you do not-retain any memo- = 
| randums or records to refreſh and ſtrengthen | 
your memory, yet I am ſatisfied that in the 
courſe of my practice I have remarked the 
effects of both the Sun and Moon in fevers, 
&c; on the coaſt of Africa, among the Weſt 
Indian Iſlands, and in South America, as 
well as in almoſt every corner of Bengal 
and its more immediate dependencies. If 
I recolle& aright, for it is many years ſince 
I read it, your firſt pamphlet upon the Lu- 
nar Influence was the reſult of obſervations: 
made on a military expedition towards the 5 
hiulls, to the northward of this place. The 
8 criics of late have been ſo very faſtidious 


in admitting any dependence being put upon 
this fact, that I was led a little time ago to 


and 


« & ) L 
: 2 fonns we have itr theſe parts, hae 
: os? with the hills and moun- 
tains that tower into the ſkies behind us. 
a Midas recollection of what I had 
obſerved in champaign countries, ſome time 
before I had ſeen; and could of courſe be 
ſuppoſed to be prejudiced by your book, 
convinced me I had no occaſion to argue 
partially on what was clear] y, if any, a gene- 
ral law of nature. Be this as it may ſoon 
after my arrival at this ſtation I:remarked 
the ſtated recurrence of this Influence in 
fevers, fluxes, and a ſpecies of bloody 
phlegmon, which is a very common and 
painful complaint during the rains; my 
comments upon this ſubje& I recorded re- 
gularly for two or three Vears together, 
with a diary of the weather and other con- 


8 neQed remarks ; but unfortunately,” during. 


an official trip over to Rungpore, a rat 
Was __— to ow her young among my : 


"ON: 


„ 75 
4 papers, pers, and the drawer having been aftei· 


wards ſhut, ſhe devoured; and deſtroyed the 


whole. This accident, and other avoca- 
| tions, which I have recutred to in my de- 
1 pondence of ever arriving at any rank in 
my line, have entirely withdrawn my mind 
from profeſſional ſtudies for theſe three 
years paſt, nor is it likely I ſhall ever recur 
to them with much ardour. But in com- 
4 pliance with your attentive requiſition, I 


| have deemied it a polite return to ſtate the 
above general and irregular detail; which 1 
„ truſt, but cannot promiſe, to be able to di- 
geſt, and add to it any obſervations 1 may 
make of the nature you wiſh, by the middle 
of the enſuing cold weather; which, as far 
as I have obſerved, I know not if owing to 
| the frequency of ſickneſs, embraced the pe- 
riod during which this planetary influence | 
would ſeem in the greateſt degree to predo- 
| minate,—You may depend you have my 


beſt 


1 
* - 
=” _ 

"4 I 


eb ot Hh 

beſt wiſhes in this your arduous undertak- 
ing to confute - prejudice and affert the 
truth. But whether I can follow up this 
letter with any trifling obſervations I can 
2 hereafter make, depends ſo much upon cir- 
eumſtances, that I would decline making 
any promiſes. I am conſcious of being able 
to do my duty in relieving, as far as our art 
will admit, any fick I may have under my 
care, but it is one thing to practiſe and an- 
other to commit this to ſuch writing as 

may bear the nice eye of criticiſm; and I _ 
confeſs, what ſome might reprehend, that 5 


1 would rather leave a thing undone than 
not. excel in it, —&c. &c. 


F 


: Ius ROSS, 
Dunes, ug 1793 
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T WAS favoured with your letter yeſter- 
Gay, wy anſwer mall ws 1 g | EY 

Since the firſt publication of your STE] 
vations on the influence of the Moon in 
fevers, I have not been inattentive to the 
ſubject. . But my attention has been per- | 
haps leſs particular than the matter merited, 
and my diſtinstion 3 in the ſervice, for ſome 


T 


years paſt, has not preſented | me a practice 
ſufficiently extenſive to enable me to form 
myſelf a concluſion altogether ſatisfactory 
on this head. Since I did duty at the Ge- 
neral Hoſpital in 1785, I have met with 
but few caſes of pure, intermittents. In 
che diſtri of Ramgur, where I was fta- 
tioned for ſome Fears, fevers Prevailed in 


1 %% IE | 


6 v 


very many . towards the end of 40 5 
k rainy ſeaſon, and continue more or leſs 
during all the cold weather. That coun- 
try is hilly, wild, and much covered with 
wood, but not abounding with Kagnant f 

water, nor marſhes.” The ſoil whos the 
worſt fevers prevail, tems with iron, ſul- 

| phur, and pyritous ſtrata i in a ſtate of Kon-, 
taneous decompoſition, and the fevers ſeems 


20 : ingly engendered | from the effluvia of mine- 


rals, evidently depend on local circumſtances ; 
and their phenoniena never appeared to me 
3 to obey the Lunar Influence. 5 
5 In her fevers, particularly intermittents, 
the frequency of exacerbation { and the vio- 
lent recurrence of paroxyſms at, or near, 
the periods of the full and change of the 
Moon, haye, in this country, ſtruck my 
obſervation very forcibly. At the ame 
| time, however, I muſt own, that i in pro- 
9 Fo tracted 


5 


braced fevers among the natives; where the 
courſe of the diſeaſe is little or not at all 


interrupted by medicine, its violence does 


hot always decline proportionally at the in- 


| tervals equidiſtant from the above - mention? 


ed periods; and ſotne caſes I have known, | 


though comparatively few, where the ac- 
___ceffion and. exicerbations df fevers tbok 


place dn days remote from the periods 


ſtated. Such exceptions tight ſeem to 


oppoſe the idea of à general law in regard 


to the Sol- lunar Influence in fevers analogous 
to that on titles; but then we ought to re- 


ffect that there muſt be a material differences 


between the Modus Operandi of any prini 
cCiple on dead and on living matters. Ih 
the latter caſe; the external cauſes of diſeaſe, 


as well as the incidental changes in the 
body itſelf, muſt often operate ſo as to mo- 
dify, favour, or. counteract, any general 1 in- 


fluence. 1 
| F Upon 


> 
* 4 
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8 Boes to ſupport the doctrine Which yours 
: rfully tend to eſtabliſn; but, e 
cept in febrile caſes, the Lunar 'Inflience | 
Eo has never appeared to me clearly percep- 
tible. Set s * 08, hrs [05 5 | 
=>. In this quarter, the exacerbations of fe- 
5 vers and the rene wal of paroxyſms, happen, I 
| : - > > . . 4 
1 
$ 4 


. cats; the reſult to you, being at all times, 1 


5 
wg 
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noxious to the action of the febrile remote 
. cauſes, as well as from converſing with 
gentlemen in this country who have long 
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As death almoſt invariably: occurs during 


the exacerbation and paroxyſms of remit- 


tents and intermittents, and ſince theſe are 
Found to ſympathize ſo much with the 


changes of the Moon, it 


it would ir 1 uce me 


ts ſuppoſe that death may enn n fre- 


"OY at thoſe 3 


At the 1 yo have 3 1 
have no doubt that the ſyſtem is more ob- 


been in the habit of ſtudy ing the effects of 
the changes of the Moon on their conſtitu- 
tions. But how far the Moon may influ- 
ence local and other diſorders unconnected 


. „ 
—— — — n — m — — 
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morbid cauſes that are ſo conſtantly applied 
to the body of every one in this country; 
0 particularly, at the places, and at the ſeaſon, 
the atthoſphere is moſt loaded with the ex- 


— 


(6) 


would appear to. me to. be equable on the 


| ſyſtem by inducing a ſtate of increaſed ſuſ- 


ceptibility, which favours the action of thoſe 


halations of marſhes, &c. I. would conſider 


it merely as à prediſpoſing. cauſe to diſcaſe, 
not capable of itſelf, without the aſſiſtance 


of the remote cauſes, whether epidemical, 


or whether contagious, to excite diſeaſe, 


The convaleſcent and the irritable are thoſe 


:who feel the effects of theſe changes moſt, | 
and it would ſeem, particularly in thoſe la- 
bouring _— mow to e the: vital = 


e e ws 
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15 1 hog your” 2 lber addreſs will 
operate | 


with the endemiis, I ſhall not e to | 
form an opinion, Its influence, however 


— — US — 


1 opertte un 6 proper ſtientlus to medical nien 
to collect every fact that can throw light 
| on this important ſubject ; I now fear I may 
have intruded too much on your time and | 
Patience, thorefore ſhall conclude. by aſſur- 

Pr ing you that no pains or attention ſhall be 
wanting on my part, & .. 
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1 AM PIECE" ks your ne requeſting 

me to communicate.any:obſervations I may 
haye made on the influence of the Moon in 
fevers. Some years ago, when I was ſurgeon, 
toia native corps of ſeven hundred men ſta- 
_ fioned at Beedzy Gur, where remitting and 
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8 intermitting fevers prevail much both 


: amongſt the inhabitants of the diſtrict and 


ſtrangers during the months of Auguſt, 
September, and October, I conſtantiy found: 
a great increaſe in the number of ſick af 
the corps, at the full and change of the 
Moon, and I obſerved them a8 regularly to 


decreaſe during the intervals between theſe 
rods. I generally had upwards of two 


1 men in the hoſpital durin 8 theſe 


| months, and more than two thirds of the 
caſes were intermitting fevers. The regiſ. 


ter which I kept of the number of ſick, 


| their diſorders, and the period of attack, for 
five years of the time I was at that ſtation, 


fully evinced the Lunar Influence in the 
fevers that prevail in that Country. I Have 
unfortutately either loft or miflaid theſe - 


33 1 me fover; myſt chew 
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which attacked me in the month of Sep: 
tember about noon, and continued with an 


intermiſſion of ſix hours out of the twenty- 


four ſor fourteen days; and from that pe- 
riod 1 ſeldom eſcaped an attack of the 
fever at the full and change of the twelve 


months; although I generally commenced 


taking the Bark a few days before, and 
continued it during theſe periods ; and be- | 
ing generally voſtive, took ſome purgative 
| before 1 took the Bark. My health was 
afterwards re-eſtabliſhed by a change. of air. 


Lieut. Hind of the artillery told me yeſter- 


day, that he was at the ſiege of Beedzy 
| "Gur, and had a fever every day for thfee 
weeks, which intermitted about © twelve 


hours, and that he had an attack of it at 


the full and change upwards of a year. He 
| ſays he got quit! of it by uſing the cold 


bath. I am 98 cannot eee 
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Harrr in meeting the wiſhes of a pra- 
feſſional man, anxious to eſtabliſh a point of 
ſuch-conſequence as the Moon's apparent 
influence on fevers—L with greaticheerful- 


| neſs'commuticate. a few obſervations made 
: \8t'Bencaglen in ge and 81. 1 


Son after my arriyal there from Bengal 


HJ Was. attacked with a violent fever. Its 


duration 1 forget, but well remember, that 


im extremity my phyſician told a friend, 


1 


F ONS . : AC that, 


"283-20 ; LET 
| that, as it would be new Moon the follows 
ing day, I ſhould either die or recoyer at 
that period. & favourable change took 
place; 1 continued to mend, though very 
low ly, and a quantity of Bark which was 
thought neceſſary, and thrown in for I be- 
| heve three weeks or a month, induced, as 
I imagined, an affection of the ſpleen, which 
to this hour continues; and was for nine 
x years attended by an intermittent fever, 
during which time the Lunar Influence at 
the full and change was ſurpriſingly regular, 
though not uniform in its effects. I alfa 
| perfectly recolle& that it was the opinion 
of many perfons in that ſettlement that fe- 
vers were more or leſs violent according to 
ge GED of the abuve PW. 2 0 


FREDERICK MARSDEN. 
bonne 8th Regs 1793. 
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tex WAS" Bestes r A the 


middle of laſt month, with ſome encloſures 
that were dekvered as directed. At that 
time I was ſo much indiſpoſed, and have 
| been ever ſinee, that have not beem able to 


_ anſwer i it ſooner, and indeed the few obſerva» | 


tions that I had an opportunity of making: 


on the Moon's Influence are ſcarcely worth 
communicating. They have however pro · 
duced on my own mind a thorough con- 


weden and belief, that ſeveral diſeaſes are 


very much affected, if not occaſioned, by. it, 


tar example, the relapſes of intermittent 


fevers happen ſo regularly at the times, of 
the full and change of the Moons, that I 
know of no cauſe to. which, they can be 
_— unleſs i it is to the Moon's incrialed 


Oe e Lbs © 155 influence 
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GN 
influence at ſuch ſeaſons. The relapſe | 
commonly takes place about forty-eight 
hours before the change and the full, and 


the paroxyſms are generally at their great- 
eſt ſtate of violence at noon and TINT 
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had under my care, I obſerved that the. pa- 
roxyſm generally happened on the od 
Ne = the full.or OT nn 
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us e — 8 no 3 
will doubt the Moon's: influence. I have 
known ſome perſons in this country of irri- 
table habits, who loſe two or three nights. 


| ſleep at the, full and e without: 206 
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| Lonar Tu” on the xd but not 1. 
ing made a regular ſeries of obſervations, 
are prevented ing an written commy- 


5 * = "IC. . 


As to myſelf, I am fully affured of it, 
having frequently experienced it, more ſo 
in general at the change than the full, and 

* the greateſt effect in the e hours 
Ffter that had taken place. 
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Wim 1 March che 29th battalion of 955 : 
| 1788; 1 had juſt then returned from 


the command at Diriagepore, where num 


bers of them had been detached into the 


low and jungly parts of the eountry; ſothat 
there were at times more than two hundred 


arrived at Chunar, but having every now / and 


then obſerved an extraordinary increaſe of the. . 
fick liſt; without any alteration of tation or 


particular expoſure of the peeple, I made in- 


quiry concertiing it, and found that tlie àddi- 


tional ſick were generally men who had been, 
ſeverely attacked with what they called the 


Dinagepore fever. Altbough relapſes did 
occur at every period of the month, yet at 


times there were ar or ſeven of 2 day, 
| which naturally excited my attention; and 
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in conſequence 1 obſerved that it was ge- 
nerally about the full and change of the 
Moon. Theſe by the attention of Mr. Fr ra- 


fer 


ſick. They had in general recovered when I 


"ge convinced he has had as 
-yunity of judging of it as 
| thing that may occur tome 

I in future, on this ſu 

ſure communicate to 
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not in my power to anſwer 
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with your® printed and 
written letters three or four days ago; and 
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man body in fevers, &c. &c. yet it is ne- 


vertheleſs incumbent upon me to acknow- 
edge the receipt of your letters, and to 
thank you for the attention you have ſhewa 
me, even though it be in common with 


others, by n meß on this occa- 
ſion. 1 IP 2 Dt: eg i 
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any evidence in ſupport of the dactrine in 
queſtion, ſince you deſire to collect as ma- 


ny proofs as poſſible of its truth and vali- 


dity. I can only ſay, that it has my ſuf- | £ 


frage; it is a part of my medical faith, no 


doubt. But I might have collected nume- 
rous obſervations on the phenomena of its 
operation ; and in fact, I recolle& that 1 


have made them, in the courſe of my at- 


"tendance on ſick perſons, though tacit ones, 
and neyer e to paper: partiy 
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| _ - partly, principally I ſhould hope, becauſe 8 
| _ tonceived the doctrines to be firmly and 
3 -univerſally eſtabliſhed throughout the me- | 
+ |» ical world. It is a theory fo agreeable to . 
All animate nature, and ſo conſonant with all | 
human reaſon, its practical utility and im- 
5 portance fo palpable and notorious, that it | 
| | is to me like a ſelf-evident propoſition. It 
| mama eſeape obſervation, but being preſetited 0 
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© ford you every Abena as fir as wy) 
obſervations, and the recollection of Fg RE 
| On the 8 of 1 3 32 OG 
In the your 1-88; wheat tid with 
the ad battalion of Sepoys in the vicinity of - I 
Ramghur, a general fickneſs prevailed; the ; | L 
complaint an intermitting fever of a very | 
malignant nature, which commenced with | 
the rains, and continued during that ſeaſon 'q 
to extend its influence, with few exceptions, | Þ 
to * rome in comes. 1 „„ 
As 1 kad vecation” to „ diſtribute aka 85 9 
to many Sepoys of the battalion, my o.wm 1 
ſervants, and others of the camp followers, == _ | 
| 1 did obſerve, and do well recollect, the 
were generally ſeized with the fever at the | 
: commencement of the ſprings,. at the full 1 5 
Wo change, viz. about three or four days, | i 
8 1 * n If four 20 ——_— | 
a 8 uſually, „ 
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uſually, the Grlk day, complained of a "EP 
| ach, had a flight ſhivering and a ſnort het 


fit; and the next had a more violent one, 


. , if not checked by medicine, attack- 
+a chem daily during the ſprings, and ap- 
peared to me to increaſe in violence, til che 


day of full or change; after which it per- 


| ceptibly decreaſed in length and ſeverity, - 


and left them the fourth or fifth day, in- 
_ a ſpace; of ſeven or eight 88885 ſel⸗ 


\ 


1 do not ated ary e of f this | 


 fever's continuing during che intervals be- 
twixt full, and change, which-are denomin | 


nated. the Neaps.— An obſervation T made. 
but my recolleRtion is not ſo clear as to 
ſpeak decidedly to it, was, that thoſe man 


| whowereattacked at the f rſt of the ſprings | 
Fs on the full Moan, generally eſcaped. till the ; 


fame LT. — of the change, 


2 eln : 4 - 1 12 58 
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Thope whzt I have hitherto Qed will an- 
ſwer your firſt and third poſitions; I did not 

attend the paroxyſms with ſufficient 


center t to ol See on Jong, ſe- 
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115 wa is. + the practice ol bes the 
men. mix and take their medicige, "gd bad 
occaſion for this purpoſe, frequently | to ſend, 
hr them before the. attack came on, n, 1 did 
obſerve the truth of, your fourth poſtien, 
: atentively as. to. ſpeak, decidedly, to it. 
z. that paroxyſigs of the fever mentioned 

5a thif thei e ah wu Ws. 
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enn of vll preſs be =o ls 
amuſing or inter eſting to the public, as my. , 
obſeryations an. thoſe of others; ; but if it 
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- once attacked with the intermittent, but 
1 by a timely emetic, on the firſt ſenſation of 
cold, Save a complete check to chat fit; 
and a few drops of antimoniat wine, as * 
 ſudorific, © conſiderably Hhortened the hot 
one. 1 bad, as far a as 1 recollect, three parox-' 
vf. At the approach f each, Tobſervet 
ie above” practice, which preveiited' 3 
F6urth ;"a64 by the üfe u m. bark; 1 


1 never afterwards, d 5 =y tier ticks; had 
any fever. e e age . gd 
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Dale ay abode. + hitterpore, F' was 
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155 | ſecond da * 8 march 1 ada regular fit of ae 


intermittent, and * the r next day* 8 exettion | 


SO} demos iin 


| of walking a march of about twenty one 5 
| mils, with. a view to baffle another, the 


fever 


(3860 

terer torged into a nervous one, and 1 was 
fet four or five days in a very low ſtate, 
without any perceptible pulſe. All the time 
Itook plentiful doſes of bark „ landanum, and 
wine, which fo far braced me, as to enable 
me to mount the; fixth day, and take my 
poſt with the battalion. On my e arrival at 
Dinapore, I had. ſymptoms of a liver com- 
i Paint. which increaſed on our reaching Chu- 
nat, where'Þ went through a regular courſe 
of Mercury, internally, but without any 
effect in removing or radically curing me j 
for on the ſetting in of the rainy ſeaſon, 1 
Was again very ſenſibly afflicted wit it, and 
began an external application of Mercury on 


my right fide; which T continued for more | 
than" three months,” but without any per 


manent efficacy.” On this I was adviſed to 
try a ſea voyage, and came to Calcutta for 
that purpoſe: but on the cold ſeaſon ſetting | 
in 1 found myſelf ſo much braced, and the 


dog {ef wy" : - Jinks 


| 
1 
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0 26 85 
1 in toy richt de 10 rifling, - 
that I was tiidvced to give up my ſea trip, 
atid to in by ſtages to Join my corps'ar - 

Cawnpore, where" on my arrival 1 found 
myſelf 5 ht iniptoved in my health, 
that Tam convinced, had Feontinved in'thit 
chmate a year or two, 1 Whibald hive La ; 
nn ors diver voy Ae mee wa. 
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„ The blttalion traxfobn aſter 5 fat 
W Chunar, add from that marched % 
Juanpore, where I was- again ſeized with 
ſy mptorns, of the Ayere1 8p moſt violently - 
bn our return to Chunar Wbere again went 

®through a mercurial course externally, and 


internally. The event was a moſt virulent 


bilious fever, the latter end of September, 
from which I ſearcely recovered my ſtrength 
during the whole cold, ſeaſon, You know | 
the reſt, and my being again n mth: 2 
Nous fever * e „ 1 4 
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11 8 that ever We 5 
4 bave been afflicted with the liver, Iam re- 
gularly at th cum mencement of the ſpricigs, | 
at every full und change of the moon, ſeiaed 
with a very painful and uncomfortable ſen- 
ſation of fulneſs in my ſtomach and bowels. 
My urine, duting the Period of the ſprings, 
1s turbid. and of a deep brandy tinge, my 
| habit coſtive, and my ſpirits dull and heavy. 
In the intervals, or neaps, the diſagreeable 
fulneſs is very little, or at all, troubleſome; 
_ - urine clear, but not too limpid ; habit re- 
Fa ER and my ſpirits chearful. 
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1 21 


Mangyboth, born 5 men, 00 the bat 
talion were, for ſome- ſeaſons, after leaving | 
Chitterpore, annual) ſcized with the in- 
termittent, and, as far as 1 obſerved. and can wot 

| recolle&, were generally i in the paroxyſras 

during the ſprings.” It may perhaps be uſe- 
ful to ank here, that very fen either of, 
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the inn or 1 were attacked with 
this intermittent, the ſeaſon of their march 
to Cawnpore, but had it the ſeaſon aftern 
. wards on e deer to the Chunzr ſta⸗- 
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Is reply to your 3 eden what 
may have obſerved, or heard, of the influ- 


ence of the Moon! in fevers, 1 can give you 
but little information. My friend Colonel 


Puff uſed to have ſevere fevers almoſt every 
rainy ſeaſon when in Bengal. Being one of 


his family for ſeveral years, Thad an appor- 


tunity of obſerving * complaint i in the dif- 


ferent 


(% 


Kia ſtages of it, as at times I uſed to at- 
tend him day and night. Irecollect that the 
ate Doctor Daniel Campbell, who attended 


him in one of tliem, always expected a re- 


Upfe at the full and change of the Moon, 


and 1 gave him medicine to prevent its vio- 
lence at theſe times; r and I am perfectly con- 


vinced Duff was always worſe at theſe pe- 


riods than at any time of the Moon: and 1 
recolle& he himſelf nen 8 to 
wech N. ron 4 e Pail 


5 1 . many of my mili- 
tary friends who had what we call the jungle 


or bill fevers, uſed: at the change and full 


of the Moon to have it more or leſs, for 


years after they were firſt W with the 
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P. 8, I have mentioned Colonel Duff in 

particular, but I Know it to be the general 
opinion which prevails. I have heard many 
_ gentlemen. who have been ill talk of the in- 
. fluence of the Moon in fevers with. much 

conidenes, from their own Kaen. Y 
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6  T rave the . to receive your fa- 
vour, requeſting the communication of any 

fact within my knowledge, that may appear 
connected with your inquiries reſpekting 
. we influence os the Moon in intermittent 
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1 brd dee it an eſtabliſhes axiom | 
for many years paſt, that perſons attacked 
with intermittent fevers, or, what we who 
bare ſuffered from them em ophatically ſtile 

of | 1 e jungle, 
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jungle, Hive Müvafluly felt rite of Teſs cb 
ſeverit y of the diſeaſe (on. the fell vr change 
of the Moon. And the following ceircum- 
ſtances originally! gave riſe to my belief on 
this ſubjeR, About fifteen years ſince, I 
was one of a detichment ſerving in *Rohil- 
cund. The number of officers was, I think, 
twenty-ſix, 'We were on that duty twenty- | 
two months, andy as well as I can at this 
diſtance of time recollect, a third of us did 
not eſtape fevers,” the paroxyſms of which | 
were undoubtedly inf uencet by the Moon. 
I have myſelf experienced it, and bne of my 
fervants is ftill afflikted by the fate de ſetip- 

tiom of fever, contrhcted at the àfbremell- 
xioned time and place, The ſixth, ſeventh, 
and eighth years of the diſorderꝰ's progreſs, f 

expected che man would have funk under 
its pteſſute, Sinde that time, however, 
there has been à regular abatement, and 
| {renter diſtance of time in the attacks of the 
ty” complaint z 
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complaint; - yet the paroxyſms have been 
—_ conſtantly by the Moon. ee 
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IT FEEL „ much. Fe ſeeks to > og ofa 3 at 
tention you, pay me in ſuppoſing that any 
obſervations of mine can be at all uſeful to 
vou. 1 haye too much knowledge of my ; 
own. abilities, and too poor an opinion of 
them, to offer any obſervation of mine to the | 
world, but if they can have privately any 
power to. ſtren gthen you in your opinion 
with reſpect to any influence the Moon may 
| have upon the human body, 1 will Se OP 
. them with much datisfaQtion, N 
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Re, os That the pili of al fovees 55 
6 thew themſelves more about the fall and 5 
6 change of Moon than at any other pe- 
10 I am perfecly conſcious of the 


jutneſs of this obſervation from long prac- 
tice; but particularly ſo ſince your firſt 


publication on this ſubject, which led me to 
ſee the great utility we might receive; from 


ſuch! inquiries: for it being once aſcertained 


that the Moon really has ſuch influence, it 


muſt afford us very great powers not only 
to leſſen the ſymptoms, but perhaps in ſome 
caſes prevent them altogether, I can with 
much truth TH that ſuch obſervations have 


2 given! me very great ſucceſs, particularly in fe- 
ver, in head-ach, pains and ſwelling of the 


ſpleen and liver, and in fluxes, which laſt gene- 


rally ariſe from ſome defect in the liver; and 


hat ſuch ſymptoms, have always increaſed : 


as the Moon approached to full or change, 
and; ans: MITRE en ies, and in 
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ſome bee totally Ae n, ry 


 Groxyims within the. twenty-four hours. ASAP 
mence between” the hours: of eight in the 

w 

the afternoon'and N night, I have not 


\ made the diſtinQtion,” Foy 9113 2 1 0 . 


* in the violence of the paroxyſins. never 


fall and change. This obſervation is 
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- 2d, 4 With, 0 to Aly ne 2 pay. 
1 have generally obſervod the attacks to com- 1 
morning and eleven in the forengon. But 


"the attack is more violent at ei 
period than between the, hours of three in 
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7 530, 400 That fore” temarkable FULL 


« fails to take place upon the expiration, of 


particularly Joſt, and bas in general gien 
me {6 great © a reliance upon the fact, that I 


bave repeatedly ventured to aſſure my pa- | ; 


leni of certain relief from his complaints -; 
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0 55 I 
on ſuch A day: meaning that the expiration 
of the fyll « or Ned would * POR on 
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they abate in violence upon the, expira- 


6 tion of full or change, ſhift alſo their at- | 
« tack to a later hour.” This obſervation 
holds e equally een with . of De: for- | 


mer. | 
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bf have. not met many e. oaks af tone, in 
| this country. Wilſt I was in Calcutta our. 
friend Mr. —— had a very ſevere attack of it, 
attended by! bis old fever, on the commgence- 
ment of the change. On the expiration, 
his ſymaptorns leflened, yet. never quitted 


\ 8 * * 


hien entirely during the period between the 
change and full. But on the commence- 
ment of the latter they increaſed to a very 
alarming degree; and on the day of the full 
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5 he co con N in excruciating pain, attended 
with cold ſweats, from two o clock it in the 
afternoon till half paſt ſix in the evenin 8. 
when he had a flight fainting fit, and on 
coming out of it he ſaid he was eaſy. About 
nine o clock the ſame night he. paſſed a a piece 
of ſtone, and in the courſe of the ni icht 
three more ſmaller than the firſt; alter | 
Which he continued to recover. 15 know of 
no caſe J have ever met with which aſcer- 
tains more the influence of the Moon up- 
on the human body, than à fever Mr. 
has been plagued with for many years, 5 
and T believe he is as much convinced of 
its power as any medical gentleman 3 in In- 
an can TY 3 
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I Tiusk, after rauen on, 50 | 
will forgive 117 in4di lity to ſpeak on the 
ſubject of your letter” dited 22d Jute, from ; 
my own Perſonal experience. 7D however Fe. 
ali furniſh you with the extract of a lettet F 
from a rhedical ff friend, who peruſed yours 
and wrote me thereon, 1 believe it 0. 
generally underſtood, and indeed a well i 
known fact, that the Moon influences, i in a 

- Beat ge, all maniacs; and from what I . 

| have obſerved in feyers, particularly o of the 
üntermittent kind, 1 think there is ; not a 
doubt but that it alfects and has 2 very 
| powerful influence over them. Paroxyſins 
of fevers certainly do ſhew themſelves more 
violent about. the full and change of the 7 


Moon than at any other time. In the fe- 
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; Sy x 20 
* vers which zh been ſubjea to myſelf 


the paroxyſms were always moſt violent ; 
at midday and Wige and Jam con- 


vinced they are ſo in moſt people. The 
 paroxyſms. were always Jeſs violent upon 


. the expiration « of the full and change, and 


ſhifted, their acceſſion. to a later hour. The 


gentleman who writes the aboye has had 


conſiderable experience in his profeſſion, and 


: is on the whole a man of knowledge and 
. bo obſervation, but from a falſe delicaey will | 
not. let me fend bis name on this occaſion. i 
Were 1 at all qualified to ſpeak with preci- 


bien on the point in queſtion, I might add 
8 rhat the generality of the medical men with 
whom I have conyerſed ſeemed to ſupport 


your doctrine from their practice; and moſt 
of the intelligent patients in the various 


kind of intermittent feyers, who have Nat- 


=. ed their caſes afterwards to me, were in- 
clined to fupport the fame from their own 


immediate 
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immediate experience. 0 How far this very 
_ circumſtance, however, of expecting the ac- 


ceeſſion or return · the paroxy ſm at a par- 
ticular and known. period, may hereafter 


be, reckoned among the number of prediſ- 5 
poſing cauſes of fover, i in weak and irritable 
"habits, I leave you to determine z as it may ( 


yet put practitioners on their guard againſt 
making patients too knowing, and particu- 


larly in the attack and progreſs of ſuch fe- 
vers as the Moon is ſuppoſed to influence 
moſt, ſo that the apprehenſions of a pa- 
roxyſm may not baffle the very remedies 


employed at the time to keep it off: and 


among theſe, in my opinion, there is none 


more powerful, in many otherwiſe obſtinate 


intermittents, khan a ok of air, a: 


ſuits, dec. for a few, weeks.” 
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tb nptl, IE ert Man tis wo 
I was favoured a few days. ago. with” 


Eg 0 FWlrnen 2e 


| your letter encloſing 8 one for Mr. 0 Meik, 


Which 1 delivered to him _ „ and he told 1 5 me 
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There a are lay pete in the W 
and Jelldore diſtrits "who are troubled 


V3.5 


with a {ſw elling 8 in their legs," a diforder 


| nerally* known by the fiame of the Cochin 
ä leg, and which I am told is : moſt ae 


amongſt the weavers, ;probably owing to 
their ſedentary N ment: : but of the 
cauſe, you will on 2 y be better able t 
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| Judge yourſelf, What I have to obſerve is, | 
that thoſe afflicted with this malady com- 
plain c of its recu rring with great violence at 
the full and change of the Moon, at theſe 


Periods, being ſeized with moſt acute; pain 
in the;affeQed limb, attended with, a ſmart 
flyer, ſo as tobe tatally unfit for any kind 
of buſineſs, But. asnthe ſprings take of 
the pain and feper, gradually, leave them, 
when. they are again enabled to purſue their 
uſual avocat ocatiqns.; ; Mr. Touchet, a Guttal, 
Will, be able to, give you. further informa- 
tion on, this head,.. as; L. hape heard him 
mention this curious fact. It has. been ſince 
confirmed by ſeveral of the unt x people 


With who m 1 haye conyerſed on the ſubje&; 


ld bs. one of my own. officerss, pho wa 
bel on en in the Jellaſore diſtrict; 
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I AVR to apologize for et ſooner 6+ 
Bs | knowledging your letter on tlie fübject of 
So blunar Tnifluencef with which I was'dbly 
favoured the beginning; of the” preſetit | 
| month. But a deftre to fürniſh the memo- 
__ Ro. randums Fou' required oceaſioned the a 
bb. fil the motive will, Itruſt, obtain 
me your indulgence; Permit me to aſſure 
Fj ou thit 1 mould have the greateſt pled. 
ſure in complying fully with your Wie 
[ chis tiſtance; and arm extremly bun- 
1 cerned that it is not in —— Mt 
3 preſent ; my e mon note · bobk naving 
| been! unluckily loſt or miſtaid, dufiug my 
1 late vilit to the Preſideney, and all my en · 
1 deavours to recover 3 n. hitherto 
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my alesy ster bum g in- y abk. 
ner to Illuftrate the dockrine itt queſtion,” 1 
ſhall have much ſätisfaction in immediately 
commünicating to you; and in the mean 
time, I beg leave to add my aſſent to the 
general propoſitions, and to reply to your 
queries reſpecting interinittents?” Ages 
ate at times extretnely previllett in this 
| neighbourho6d,/eſpecially towards the elfe 
ol tlie rainy and commencement of the cold | 
ſeaſon ; "and though it is not poſſible to be 
always very accurate in my han 7 
- owingto'the'want" of any regular eſtablith-. 
ment, and the conſequent detached mode of 
ry practice among the natives, on the veracity y 
ol whoſe repotts, when left to themiſttylh, 
very little reliance can ever de placed, yet | 
the: 8 . 1 think, be 
eee n Noß sen dir 
$9112 o haelt © en bold aid. 5 e 907 % 
fl. That-not only 1 in true intermittent, 
tet | H 4: 0: but | 


« 104 » Ye 
but, fevers of Oy er Senominstion, the in 


fluenge af the, Moon is in ſome degree, per. 


ceptible; and thgt, the. firſt attack very ger 


| nerally happens, about,ghe ime; gf, the. full, 


and change + 711. Ft 5 6Min ee N. 7 
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Ad. That the paroxyſms , moſt. uſually, 
gf n Hr Ven the, hours of ninetand-. 


tyo o clock in the: morning or evening 5. 


11955 frequently, I think i in the forenoon 3; | 


15 more ſeyere, at of longer duration, 
5 ab l and change, than in, the, in- 
rmediate . period. . Exceptions undo ut». 


* go as Well in, regard to. the ac · : 


8 ceſſion of fever 28 of the, ,paroxyſms,. but. 
thay, are..uot ſufficient, in my opinion, to 


_ - -  inyalidafe the., general doctrine; and, achang- 
ſextral patients labouring underiquotidians: 
and tertians, whoſe reſidence in theivicinity: 


3 of tha factory enabled me to attend to them 
regularly, 4 ſcarcely n. an inſtance af 
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de, when they have: net been ein ak 
ed nearly about the full or change of the 
Moon, or when the acceſſion of the pa- 
wurf düfd mite an From nine to one 
o'clock, -' 
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jo” þ AN oting the epdemic diſorders. of 
| the country, 55 various influe! ence to- which 
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they are ſubjected, and among the reſt, as 
the maſt powerful, the Sol- lunar. From 
ſtudying this with attention I have acquir- 
ed ſome ſmall reputdtion" by predicting, 
with conſiderable accuracy, the acceſſion 
ond decline of fevers; and repeated experi- 
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I nave been favoured with yours of the 
22d June, and , though fully perſuaded of 
the influence of the Moon in fevers and 
other diſtempers, yet I have not made my 
obſervation ins s with ſufficient accuracy to be 
lid tbe who abus. 
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| Re 1 rst Nagar" O1 T Hiier 
I 3111 5 *.¹̊ G olßogiq b 8 e 5 
IAR been fuvodred wich yours; re. 
queſting to know if I had ever made any 
obſervation in the courſe of ny practice; 
reſpecting the influence of the Moon in 
feyers and ther complaints in this country. 
In anſwer to which, I may ſafely ſay that, 
rom the repeated obſeruatiom 1 have made, 
Fain petſectly convinced that the influence 

of ile Moon, àt the change and full, has 
evidently ſnie vn itſelf in a vefy great num. 
der of eaſes of fevers,” both continued and 
itltermittent; that is, in 4 continued fever, 
the paroxyſins has been more violent; and, 
in an intermittent, it was more apt to res | 
turn, and on ſo doing to remain in a ſtrong- 
er degree, during the influence above men- 
tioned, khan it . at the intermediate 
A : | | periods | 


periode of the Moon's tlie 15 o 
>. prove, almoſt beyond doubt, the influence, 
_—_____ withreſpetto IngexmitHog fe fevers, it will 
„„ 5 found a good practice to give the patient, 
. in: proper titne, ſueh medigine as maytre- 
a an oounteract the Lunar Iafluenee R 
tboſexpected periods. Of thei advantage of 
this, praQtice; I have often ſeen! unequivoral = 

| NL have alſo remarked that people 
with faveriſh;babits, and liver caſes, attend 
Q with. a gobd deal of feyer, are oftet worle 

ch full and; change ſof the Moon. Bur 

5 inclliyer; caſes; unattended with fever, I eau 
nab. ſex chat. L euer peteei vad che efqect of - 
Lnzr Influencę g nor indeed, in any other 
Kals than thoſe J have mentioned, Should 
dux caſe, however, occur in the courſe of 
tune practice, that may throw, any new 
hu, light/on the ſubject in queſtion, ſo as to be 
ſusfffciently intereſſing for your information, 
Vol may depend on wy. communicating, the 
ebaizeg B 


2 


| ( 469 9 
' fame to you. Before I- Wenn I beg 
leave to.mention a caſe that I thought very 
remarkable; and, if 1 it A fancy, evinces 


* 32 


the Lunar Influence i in a curious manner. 


A. gentleman, who had fuffered much from | 
fever in this country, and, in conſequence, 
bo had, acquired, a; feveriſh. tendengy,; aſſured 
me that, he. was obliged 10 guard, himſelf 
aus 2 Mogn-light, night; with as much 9 
qaution as againſt the midday ſun, though 
the Moon might not beat, the full. and 
that from the time he had uſed. the precau- 
tion of avdiding Moon - light, and, particu» 
larly, excluding, it from his bed - chamher, 
he had got the better of his feveriſh habit. 
health. TY + ein 31 e ir tb 
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'In the die of May 1788, while the 220 
battalion to which am attached was ſta" 
tioned at Chitterpore in the Ramgur diſtrict, 
1 was firſt attacked with a fever, which is 
generally called the hill fever, and which 
aſſumed an intermittent form; and until 
the end of September of the ſame year, bad 
a relapſe every full and change. The fits 
generally came on about eight” or nine 
o'clock in the morning, and left me about 
two or three o'clock j in the -afternoon ; ex- 
cept in the laſt,” the paroxyſins of which 
did not ſhew itſelf until three in the after- 


noon, and leſt me about miduight. The 


ſecond day intermitted ; the third day the 
fever returned, with \ violence, about nine in 


_ n and 1 was not Cette ety! 


ann 
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130 


eee rl ba eighth day in the even- 
ing. The next day the fever, left me i. 
aka that. I was ne ta move. 
CCC 
The 1 ALE N by pain 
in the hip, joints, arms, hands, and legs, a 
great heat and numbneſs in the fingers 80 and 
ſometimes a very acute pain over the eyes 
and back of the head. I was at Gyah in 
November, at Dinapore in December, and 
arrived at Chunar in January, 1789. At 
| theſe, places the fever returned every full 
„Moon, and until the end of February; as 
alſo at the full Moons in May and July at 
Juanpore, either on the day the Moon was 
at full, or on the day after; but I cannot 
call to mind at what hours. In November 
I marched from Juanpore for Cawnpore, 
and alſo from Cawnpore in March, and. ar- 
| rived at Juanpore in April 1790. In May. 
1 entered on a courſe. of medicine for ob- 
n 8 ſtruction 


ruin in this bot: In n Ge rer 


5 teturded (for tlie laſt ti time) Tn conſss 
quenes I obtained à certificate; tick on the 
arrival of the battalion at Chunar in Auguſt, 


proceaded by water to cbie Prefideticy, Which 
1 left in December, and arrived * Chitta- 


gong; i in January 17901; ſtayed there" till 
July; arrived at Juaupore in October; and 
continued in the diſtricts under the Benares 
| W until the beginning of — 
laſt, when I. marched to this ſtation. Dur- 
0 gi my reſidence in the hills, I' was induo- 
f ed to believe, from the return of fever at the 
tated, periods of full and change; that the 
Moon had influence in producing the at- 0 
tacks anũ relapſes; and I am more'cotifitm- 
cd in this belief, from the numberleſs in- 


ſlances which I have ſince obſerved in ſer- 


ys vantsand: others, male and female. Daring 
the time 1 was ſtatibned in the hilis my 


ſervants were generally fick at the fame 


"Cat N 


. 


RE” *t; 113) 


: tiene t1 was; and for a . time af- 
ter, until the fever entirely left them, had 


the return at full and change. I have had 
frequent opportunities of making the ſame 
remarks on the Sepoys, when 1 in the lines 
and the field of exerciſe. 75 * 


$34 I 183 yt; 


fever Gnee June 1 1790, yet 1 have frequent- 
Iy at full and change a pain in the head 


= 


8 and the e eyes, numbneſs and heat in the fin- 


| Lap and ſometimes a pain is £ the liver. 8 


- 


| ho; june 1790, 1 made fas memoran- 
dums from memory, which 1 believe are 
5 correct, and from which the above account 


* 


| of the fever | is taken. N Ls 


* 
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ene 549) Haun; Fit 5111 | 2 
. 1 have not had any return of 


Auw 7 1788, Is was is alticked by a 
ſever of that kind uſually Wm Ys in this 
country the hill or jungle fever. 1 was at 
that time ſtationed at Chitterpore f in "the 
Ramgur diftri. After the firſt violence 
'of the diſorder had abated, it ſettled into an 


| intermittent accompanied. by + ague, and of 


that form termed tertian. It returned re 
l at the full and change of the Moon 


from June to January following. 8. During | 
that time 1 do not recollect once elgaping 85 
and what I conceive as A further e corrobora- | 
tion of Lunar Influence i in the diſorder is 18, 
that 1.1 as well LE two or three other gen- 
. tlemen, obſerved the ſecond and laſt quarters, 
or neaps; to have fimilar effects, tough the 
ſymptoms were bot fight: the paroxyſms 05 
| „ being 


ee of the Moon. 0 th 


„ 7 
— nenn re. * 


Bularly every ſecond. day far about two or. 


three days before, and three "wr after the 


Except in a the firſt 28 wh the oe L 


bad aſſumed no ſettled form and Was almoſt 
| continued, I do not recollect experiencing 


a fit before eight o'clock in the morning. 


or after three in the afternoon. For the 
firſt two or three months the \paroxyſm | 
commenced about half paſt one or two 
© dock 1 in the afternqon 5 and what im- 
preſſes it more ſtrongly upon my \ recollec= 
tion is, that, as we uſed to aſſemble to din- 
ner about that hour, thoſe who were well 


needed no other teſtimony of the Moon I 


| | phaſes than the number of thoſe aſſembled ; 
or zit Mas. obſervxed out of a company of fix. 
or ſenen who wee Acguſtomed to dine to- 
_ ils 198. the approach of ah Full 


11 and 


« 116 ) Rok 
484 change of the Moon, abe mere RG 


three were able to meet; ; and if by accident 


more did aſſemble, one or two were gene- 
_ rally obliged to Teave the table before din 75 
ner was half over. VF 


7 Al . unavaili ng delay in hopes of 
meeting with relief from medicine, experi- 
ence demonſtrated its fallacy, and the im- 

wy poſſibility of recovery, or in fact of mitigat- 
ing the diſorder, except by a change of air; 

5 Fi in | conſequence came to Danapore. Every 


| attack ſubſequent to my arrival there be- 
Hf from about eight to ten in the morn 25 


; and this was uniformly the caſe e every 2 
5 and change to the firſt day of my ar- 
rival at Chunargur, the middle of January 5 


= 1789. when 1 had a moſt ſevere but final 


i 2 attack. Since then 1 have never had any | 
; regular return of the complaint,” Indeed, 
in a November laſt I had two attacks of fever : 


* ; — i 
. F id 


the ſun during the heat of the * for ſere - 


5 effects of the fever, which, renders me ſuſ⸗ 
Satte af: vious: attacks and indigeſtion, 95 


eee ienig dy . at the ap- 
proach and during the cold ſeaſon, on the 


fever: that is, dryneſs of Gin, unuſual heat, 


pain in my bones, and moſtly i in thoſe of 
my legs and thighs: a pain better conceiv- 
* than deſeribed by thoſe. who. have | 


147 F 


: and ague;. two 5 intervening between ; 


each; but which I attribute to my having. 5 
been in a very weak tate, and expoſed to 


LEE . 4 
WE AW 4 Liz 


Ne ever having thoroughly q— the 


147 


full and change of the Moon, a tendency. to 


and fulneſs of pulſe, ſucceeded by chillineſs. 
During theſe periods my nerves have ever 4 
been 'very much diſordered ; and 1 have 
frequently found a dull burning kind of | 


„ ) 
been fs vater dne as" to experience this 
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un 1 & o J. 25 | 5 5 Wa hy : 5 
"White 1 was in the Hills, fix or ſeven of 
my ſervants were afflicted with fever. 1 


have no particular data to go by, having 
negleBted to take "rhemioratidfoths i the 
time; I ; but fronts kiving attended th em dur- 
ing flick innefs; 1 car affert poſitively that 
"ek; at the full and change ſeemed to 
poticfs influence in their caſes ener to 
that Which 1 Rad e 

There were ats eight — af: of e- 

ver be the ſame ti time I was, and who, in all 


the noes wherein l had opportunity of 


1 8 43 N ene ax Ne * 


0 Kevin gs were attacked only at the full 


* 


and i change of the Moon, HR Rey 


* 


ITJ S1 4 


eo 


Flle alben are the names of the 
| places” where 1 have Known the Moon at 


the full and change to poffeſs influence in 
rs . cases 


1 FW 8 
« 


5 0 


caſes of . intermittent fever: : Chitterpore, 


52 


Shit, Gyab, Patnah, Panapore, Chy- 
nargury, Juangore,, Allahabad, and Cawn- : 


* 
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Azkour ithres-yaats ages Mg Wide, who : 

is how with GaptaiticWelſh's:getarhment, 
| made me a ſithilar raqueſt tour, and | 

_ - deſired I would inform him of any gbſeryar | 
tion might haue made reſpeQing the fever 
I had caught at Chitterpore near Ramgur 
: about two 3 to the above period. 1 


er 1 N. 


The circumſtances being. then freſh i in my 


a 1 was enabled 49. ſtate them with 
_ ET | 


© 3 


belle 2 and to Se will 
Mr. Wade's requelt, 1 am forry 1 i | 
"© myſelf the pleaſure of anſwering yours 8 
in the ſame manner, neither having kept 2 
copy, nor being able from length of time to 
regollect more than the ſubſtance of what I 
ſtated to Mr, Wade. However, if you think 
it will be of any uſe, I. haye not a doubt 
but you may obtain 2 copy by applying to 
him. I had many relapſes, and remember 
perfeAly well that they came regularly on, 
with ſcarcely an exception, about the pe- 
_ riod of the full and ehange of the Moon, 
The obſervations 1 made upon thoſe of my 
ſetvants who were M, were the ſame ab in 


my own caſe ; and the gentlemen of the 2d 


battalion, whe were wins] experienced 
fipilar effelts, © OTROS I wee bed I 


* 
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IAN incl concerned it 3 not, 18 
| preſent, hy i in my power to give Mr. Bal-/ 
four ſuch a particular account of my late 
fever as I either could wiſh, or perhaps ſuch 
as will prove ſatisfactory. However, the 
point which Mr. Balfour appears the i 
| defirous to have anſwered is ſo RY 
| preſſed upon my many; Fat: Ican without 
W * t ... f e 


1 clade qblerved that the n | 

were more violent two or- three days both 
before and after the full and change of the 
Moon; and more particularly ſo on the 
day of the full or change, than at any other : 
period; and this was not confined to my 
W fell, 


FRET 
ſelf, for it alſo was the caſe with ſeveral 
of my ſervants who had the fame kind of 


0 > - k 
ever & | A 
9 
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At the 0 of Mr. Wade 1 wrote 
him a ſtatemeut of. wy-llaeſs, aud traced | 
the ſeveral {ymptoms from its commence- 

ment, together with the mode © of its being 
treated until I came under his own direg- 
tions; and I ſhould ſuppoſe, Mr. Wade can, 
have no objection 0 Mr. Balfqur's, peruſ⸗ 
ing. it. 5 0 i} 5 5 nean S264 c uot; 
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I was FI 2 the fever bath at ( Ghutterpere 
and Juaupore. 3 „ 
a 277 15 ene 2777 28013 hay 101d 668 MY 
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I am favoured with your letter of the 


22d June, a few days ago, and muſt regret | 


my not having it in my power to give you 
_aany katisfa&tory accommt of the influence of 
the Sun and Moon in intermittent fevers, 
| entizely owing to my not having taken no- 
tice of this particular circumſtance. - On 


peruſing your Pamphlet on this fubſect, 


F. 


ſome years ago, "when fevers and agues 
wert pretty frequent i in this diſtrict, Las 
led to attend to the particular effects of the 


Moon on this diſorder, but from the beſt of 


my recollection 1 found no difficulty in 


ſtopping the paroxyfins at any t time more 


than at another. I am extremely ſorry 


7 that 1 neglected taking 8 notes at the time, 


| which * me the pleaſure of now 
ſending 


* ? Sh 


8 


„ WELLS 1 v# 12 oe, 


- 


5 


„„ 
ſending you the diary; nor can I at this | 
juncture ſay, with any degree of certainty, 
at what period of the Moon they prevail, 
or at what hour the-fit generally makes its 
ene. e Ai 5, 5 855 255 


3 * = 


1 bare voſacpet e your. letter 
e time that I might have the plea-. 
ſure of mentioning a few. caſes, „There is 
now in the Hoſpital five ſepoys with 2 quo- 
tidian, tw. o were admitted on the 29th ul- 
timo, and three on the iſt inſtant 5 two. 
have the paroxyſims at day-light, two in 

2 the e evening, and one at midnigbt; and, as 
far as my e obſervations have been, 1 by, no 
means conceive the paroxyſms are more 
violent at this period than they. were . . 
their being oh admitted. 


Mp + 
: 7 
. a - 42 


| A erna of my own, bet 75 1 think 
| deſerves ſome. little n 1 will take 
Ft 55 ES ; the 


#'$ 7 
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= 4 125 5 
the * of relating to you: he had been 
for ſome days. labouring under a bilious | 
complaint, attended with a cough and vio- 
lent head-ach. On the ad, about 11 A.M. he 
was ſeized with a pretty ſevere attack of 
an ague z on the 3d, Ath, and 5th, the pa- 

roxy ſms were much the ſame 28 the 2d; on 
the ↄth, new Moon, the bead-ach better, ; 
cough diſappeared, and the fit did not 
make i its appearance before one o clock P. M. | 
and much milder; on the 7th, about the 7 
fame hour as yeſterday, his head-ach re- 
turned, but no paroxyſms ; the 8th and gth 

free of complaints, only weakneſs. 1 1 have 
5; the honour to be, Ke. de. = 4 


3 w. DAVIDSON. 
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| Th hope onthe to iy ee 


that might prove ſatifaBtory to 66 od of us 


| has i in ſome meaſure been the cauſe ef my 


delayin 8 0 long ng t to ppt, the 1 receipt 
thereof. 


- 


At the time 1 received your very A 
favour, I was abſent from this Ration, and 


did not return till the middle of laſt month, 
when I ſet about making ſome arrangement 


in the ſick liſt that might enable me to give 


at leaſt clear and decided anſyy ers to ſorne. of 


your queries reſpecting agues, the diſcaſe 


I meant to make more particularly the ob- 
| * of * attention. Very few however 


occurred 


- 


"4 127 * 
3 till vithid tee aft ten FOE and 
as the relief of the troops here took place on 
tlie Toth itiftant, by the arrival of a detach- 
ment from Chittagong, Lam not clear how | 
fir the bad weather they experienced dur- 
ing their march may be confidered as a prin- 
cipal cauſe of their illneſs. Of ſeveril taken | 
ill ſince their arrival, certain iti is that moſt, 
if not all, were-feized'with the'fever during 
the ſpring tides; and it may alſo be conſi- 
dored as a Corroberating proof-of Lutar In- 
efluence, chat ſeveral of the priſoners wete 
:feized with fovers wbout the fame time. 


Bot oven to peuple leſs difpoled to beiſcep- 


tical than · che llitorati in Europe, one or two 
Lunar pefists would not bealeemed ſuffici- 
ent proof to eſtabliſh any docttine. I ſhall 
itherefotc:notvtrodble you With any partiuu- 
ars quſt ino, but hall ceolleTt ovory: falt 
Stu and contthat imayicome aunter my: ohſer- 
8 vation, tilithebegumimg of Novembormext, 


when 


00 128 \) 


Hs; the ſickly ſeaſon will be over, and 
© ſhall then with. pleaſure lay the reſult be- 
fore you. 1 muſt however obſerve that: I 
cannot take into account a number of pati- 
; .ents who apply occaliqnally for aſſiſtance, 

2s their attendance is very uncertain, and 
the accounts given by them vague and in- 


cCiorrect, eſpecially if ee has conti- 


2 nued more. on. a few 298 


- 


t te . unh th 
ok; as Occur among the troops and the 


. priſoners, whoſe regular attendance I can - | 


| inſure. We have here near 100 of the for- 
mer, and about 150 of rhe latter; and by 
carefully notin g down ſuch caſes as may 
1 happen among them, 1 hope to be able to 


give ſome. GatisfaCtion i in the report 1 propoſe 


making. It may however be proper to 
add, that I am a believer i in Lunar Influence 

| from . that have occurred to my- 
node ö eee ſelf. | 


3 8 

5 welk. After ſuch a declaration if may be 
neceſſary far yon ta rake ſame allowances. 

But at the fame time I do aſſure you that, 
Could any bias appear in my report, it ſhall 


not be intentional: on the contrary, I will 


ever be more guarded than if I had never 
formed an opinion on the ſubject, or ſpoke 
to any of the natives, with whom Lunar 
| Influence, in ſeveral diſcaſes, is held to be 


matter of fact ſo tiqtorious, that they have 


not an idea that any reaſonable man can 
doubt it. 1 moſt fincerely hope d before this 
cold ſeafon | is over that you' may have ſomes 
thing more ſubſtantial to occupy your a= 
tention than collecting proofs of 4 doctrine 

which in fevers T'confidered as eftablihed : 
for, of all purſuits in this country, I muſt 

5 ſay that neither learning nor abilities are 
encouraged ; and that, excluſive of the love 
of FI; there are few worldly ineitements, Ss 
9 particularly 


* 


* 
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particularly for. medical mens to-aſjirs.at 
7 eminence in their nn Artt ono 
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Raume i it in my. power at any time to 
reply! to your letter of the 22d of June, 1 


2 5 


have procraſtinated from. day to day the fi in- 
formation I always meant to give you on 


the ſubje& of your preſent inquiry. _ . . .., 


11 was y i intention to begin with a de- | 
tail of ſeveral particulars obſerved many 
years ago, when I bad a great number of 
lerer under my charge, and when I bad 


ad * = 

I 

* 4 * 

* 
* 
— 
1 

- - 


e 
£ bs ſuſpicion of Sol-lunar power. But 46 
dhe, imihleciatk object of, yu preſenn 

volume is to eſtabliſh the exiſtenoe of fuck: 

a law, Lſhall confiae myſelf ſolely to che 
 tireutnſtances- which made me reſlegt on 

the. importance of your doctrine, at = time 
when chers did not ert in my mind: the 
will even atknowledge that it forced itſelf 
vpon me in ſpite of ſome degree of wen 
entertained againſt it. 
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© 72 1 ah ſoon after my arrival in Caloutta, 
there occurred in my own family two very 
diſtinct caſes of remitting fever. At what par- | 
ticular period theſe fevers commenced I'did 
. not obſerve; ; nor did I form atiy opinion from 
percciving that the ſymptoms became vio- 
ut during the ſpringetides, and did not 
ſubſide till the arrival of the neaps. But it 
5 ſtruck. me not a lde to diſcorer that, I 


* X . * 


. . 0 . 
wels patients 2 uit . to a 
tendeney to fever, marked by thoſe appear- 
ances and ſenſations which are always ob- 
ferved to precede the regular paroxyfmm of 
remittents.. Thee eg orgy with 
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Wee mots would not derogate to 
much from the iraportatice of your fubject, 
I could inform you that I have beulat de- 
monſtration of the truth of your. doctrine 
in the caſe of a patient who is at this tiine - 
under my care. It is an inflarirnation of the 


eye (apparently originating from relaxation) 


which increafes. 1 at the folk and 
ee Moon. 69-1254. 25 bole 5 3x0 
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No. 399 
Farline an earneſt defre to contribute, 
in howeyer ſmall a degree it may be, to 
promote uſeful knowledge, I take the liber 
ty to ſend you a note of the rn 
facts. 

3 the 3 year 1758 I was in Bengal, where 
joy for the re-eſtabliſhment of the Britiſh 
power, and an overflow of riches, made every 
perſon happy. It produced much feſtivity, 
and increaſed the diſpoſition to hoſpitality, 
for which the inhabitants of Calcutta had 
| always been famous, 1 Joined the current ; 
my. want of experience, and the couviyiali- 
ty which prevailed, unavoidably led me into 


| _ aconiplance with the general pragtice; and 
3 N K 3 8 I lived 


Cie J- 


: I led t too wie though bs no means da. 
ouſly. The conſequence was that 1 got a 
ſevere fit of the piles. 7 I left Calcutta 1 
8 March 25th, for Madras, where I did not 
arrive until July the, sth. The diſeaſe i in- 

ereaſed on getting to fra," and for two | 
months was fo ſevere, that; for the greateſt 
part of that time, 1 could not be in any 

| other than a recumbent poſture, * 1 perfect f 
ly recollect that the pain was ſo very great, 
and particularly for about ſix or ſeven days 
at the new and full Moon, that I was fre- 
qvetitly delirious from 1 [ P. M. until 3 A. M. 
1 had no relief from medicine, and the ſur- 


| geon ſpoke of danger in a furgical operation. 
I therefore had no remedy | but a rigid diet, 


| and abſtinence from ſpirituous and ferment- 


| ed Rquors.—This at laſt got me alle: but 
I was frequently liable to a relapſe;” ard 
when the fits were of any continuance, 
| aer they e were, 1 obſerved that 
2 3 
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"Mn the year 1771 and 72, I was attacked : 
by-a adyſentery about the .2oth of May in 
each year, which continued with different 


degrees of violence until November. I re- 
collect that I was worſt on the ſprings, and 


| particularly i in the month of Augult and 
September, in 72, I was reduced to a moſt 
deplorable ſtate : but I well remember that 
the degree of ſuffering was much more ow- 
ing to ſome freedom or impropriety as to 
. org to "ay _ elle. , | 


3 bave ſeldom bad any long and herd : 
| ilnel ſince 72; but whenever 1 had any 


We feveriſh complaints, which occaſionally con- 


tinued ſome time, 1 found myſelf worſe on 
the ſpribgs. And I have found it heceffiry, 
as have ſeveral of my acquaintances, to be 


5 : K 4 | more 


5 moore regular ar exact in 
at the new and full Moon, than at other 


times. I remain with great eſteem, &c, 
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1 A; glad to hear that you are ſoon to 

: favour the world with the information you. 

| have been collet g with ſo much induſtry, 
reſpecting the adion of Sol- ynar Inſſuenee; 


* 


and it appears to me to be a truth ſo wel 


tg) 


The bnd ebe have confirms 
5 my belief are the relapſes which conti - 
nue to return for ſo long a period after the 
firſt attacks of remitting and intermitting 
fevers. Theſe I know from my own ob- 
ſervation, and the teſtimony of almoſt every 
perſon I have ever heard on this ſubject, are 
conſtantly connected with the full and 
change of the Moon, and their recovery 
| | Om mh" theſe e | 


| About deuten years ago I lived with my 
| friend, Doctor Daniel Campbel, then Sur- 
geon General, reſident in India for many 
years, and employed i in a very « extenſive and 
ſuoceſsful practice: ry and I can affure you 55 
that he Was a firm believer in Sol-lunar in- 
dez and attended to it in his practice. 


"In ſhort the operation of this law i is con- 7 
firmed by obſervations in every quarter of 
Frage; and I am informed by good autho- 
rity 


Ts 

rity that it ſhews itſelf very conſpicuouſly 
in 4 fever which e about TOP. 
W W nee 
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1 HAVE e your letter adliefſed to 


1 


me, with much attention, relative to the 
Lunar Influence in feyers, and other diſ 


5 eaſes; ; and have to regret that | my obſerva· 


tions have never been directed in ſo parti- 
cular a manner as to juſtify any opinion of 
mine u pon a ſubject ſo intereſting to ſociety. 
All that 1 ſhall therefore attempt is, to ſtate 
ſuch circumſtances as myſelf have experi. 
| enced, with ſuch obſervations as 1 have 


retinal 


( 159.) 
pecifionilly and cooldentatly: beard fm : 
others, during a "ys refidence in India. 


Tau 1 2. 4 pur 


£ 


In the year 1773, . on Arete on 
| Gooch Bahar, I was ſeized with a ſevere 
fever, generally called in this. country, 1 
believe, the hill fever; and to deſcribe its 
particular malignaney, often termed: the 
Coch Bahar fever 3. 'as more than three 
fourths of the detachment, both officers and 
men, were infected with it, great numbers 
of whom, never ü Tn ingly BY 


Fi 
. 4 : ; 
4 1 


4 A n e which 1 1 ſeized. was 
at firſt moſt violent, and attended with de- 
kirium; but at what particular period it be- 
| came intermittent, I do not now remember, 
But this I perfectly recollect, that it became 
intermittent for many months, and that by 
taking large quantities of bark it was check- 
eld and kept off; except at the change and 
3 „ 


35335 14 hs 3 - 4 < Ke * N 2 


c wo ) 
ball or the Mon, when I never failed to 


baue one or two fita af the cold and hot fe- 


” 
, OY 


ver; nor could it ever be vanquiſhed until 
I got to ſea on my way to Europe, which 
© was abqut/ twenty months after its com- 


In che courſe of my refidence-in this 
esuntry I have it in moſt perfebt recollec» 

tion, that I have frequently heard gentlemen 
Gay I have gat a return of my fever to- 
day; I ſhall have a return, as'the Moon 
46 18 at the change, or will be at the full, 
* .“ and it is my firm belief that few 
geatiemen, who have been long in this 
fame, or fimilar obſervations, W | 
friends and acquatiateners, fc." 


_ JaMES DICKSON: 
eue. 20h Cane, 1793. 
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I Was duly front "with your letter, 
which I. deferred replying to in hopes of 
obtaining from ſome of the officers here 
ſuch account of their own caſes as oould 
have been ſubmitted to the public. But as 
all of them, although fully ſenſible of the 
influence of the Moon in intermittent fevers, 
have only their memory to rely on, I found 
their accounts fo vague and undetermined 
as could have added nothing new to che 


prooſs yuu have already with ſo much ac 
curacy ies ee, ip 


» 


In regard to — . the, api 
nions you have ſupported have long guided 
my practice in fevers, I have not latelß 
been in the habit of taking notes; nor had 


3 | it 


* 


t 1 + EN 
i Mt to me how far as influence of. 
the Moon might affect other diſorders. 
This I will i in future be more particular in 


mY 


obſervin g, and I will not fail to communicate ' 
to you the reſults .. 
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0 Mr whole time having of b bats been oc 


| cupied by various avocations, 1 futter myſelf 


you will do me the juſtice to attribute my 
delay in replying to your 5 85 not to neg· 
nene det to its real cauſe, | Bg ot 
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«(Hai tha cents & eee an this 
country, I have met with nuinberleſs i in 


- 143 


- Amend of the truth — which 
yo have/ſo well illaſtrated in your ingetii=: | 
ous eſſey z and am firmly perſuaded tliat an 
influence connefted with the revolutions of 
the Sum and Moon bas a very ſenſible effect 
on febrile affections of the human body both 
of the idiopathic and Iytnpathetio kind, and 
particularly in exhauſted and irritable ha- 
bits. And if I have not obſerved the ope - 
| 3 inſtances, 
and to the ſame extent in which it is 
chougbt by ſome to exiſt, let chis be aſcrib⸗ 
ed to my inattention, or want of opportuni- 
w, rather than ſuſpect the accuracy of 
. others, on a ſubject which they have in EY 
more particular manner made the object of 
their inquiry. Independent however of 
poſitive facts and "obſervations, I ſhould 
_ think an inquiſitive mind, even in reaſoning 
a priori on this ſubject, would naturally — 4 
unfer that frail animals, living at the bottom 


r 


fefted- by agents far leſs poiverful than'that 
mighty force which heives tle: ocean from 


| the exiſtence'of phenomena ſufficiently ob 
vious to attentien chſervatian / let us emen · 
your ts inveſtigate their cauſe, and the 2x6 
tent of its operation, that w , if f 


fle, 4eari 
Can this inflüentee be the effec of attruv⸗ 


tion, heat, „ pifrofigion, er kleckgc Huis 
or are we to dp 12A mee un- 


 howoit” may be tobnteraQual; 


will believe me to be very Te 
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Dip HAVE been ſome time 1 with 
your letter of the 22d of June, which from 
the nature of its ſudject, in a particular man- 
ner claims an anfwer. I am ſorry, however, 


that 1 have not hitherto been able to col- 


; led facts ſufficient to authorize me to ſ peak 


with any tolerable degree of preciſion ou 


the ſubject. But, as far as my obſervations 


have gone, it has appeared to me that the 
Moon has no immediate or direct influence f 


in aggravating or producing diſeaſe. It 
muſt I think at the ſame time be admitted 


that fevers more frequently begin their a- 


tack, or if already commenced, are more 
ſevere in their paroxyſms about the full and 
change of the Moon than during the inter- 


val between theſe- periods. But this has. 
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not 3 to me to ariſe from any fret 
effect of the Moon on our bodies, but from 
a change which at. thoſe, periods i is almoſt 
inſtantly . in the temperature of the 
air, Viz. from a certain degree of heat and 
dryneſs to a ſtate colder and moiſter. And 
this, by altering for a time the determina- 
| tion of the blood from the external parts to 
the internal, may, I apprehend, in ſome de- 
gree account for fever more readily tak- 


- Ing place at thoſe times in thoſe prediſpoſed : 
to ag and ede a „ e of, 4 
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1 wwe were inſtantly 
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10 Ax forry ids the time will not admit 
of my replying to your letter ſo fully 261 
could with. I ſhall briefly ſtats what came 
i under 15 immediate obſervations. 


11 1773-4 the; corps 9 which I belon ged 
being ordered into the Midnapore jungles, 


attacked by 3, hilious fe- 
ver pecyliar,to, that part of the country; 
which;continued to intermit for pq, three, 


and ſometirges four Gays. On our arrival = 


t:Bexhampore It; came regularly. at every 
change of the, Moon; and.continued ſo for 
5 cightern. monihremmMajas Hawking Capt- 

Hearſey, but I need not particulgriſe, for 
e e the corps 2s in tho fame 


fb) :. eo On ſituation, 


„ 
ſituation, and in the ſame manner affected; 
and for my own part, I conſtantly felt 


theſe chan ges until my return to Europe 
| in 2 805 29 O VI 5 
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ef A ws 9104cal7 MM Sd orb b onid 
REGAAHRTNGU the fab ect of Your” letter 
to — genie ne 
of the 45th Battalion, 1 have tib doubt . 
fſeelf, that the Moon influences people fab 
jet to fevers. In 177 I'wasvery iH of- 


fever I got in Cooch Beyhar; 2 climate 10 
toriouſly Hoftile to all conſtitutions, <ſpeei2 
ah" d ung the rai ſeaſon. —T wa foteed 


| (ow) 
the diſcafe for a long time baffled. every 
cott of, medicine Alter the ſeverity of 
de fever had abated I cauld not but,remark 
 that-for three years, during which, I was in 
ſome degree ſubject to it, I wag certain of 
an attack every change and every full Moon. 
1 have converſed with many officers who 
laboured under the ſame complaint, and 
they agreed that they were likewiſe affeQ- - 
ed during the changes of the Moon. 1 
hall leave it to {eientific men to accourit 
for thisy d on F hem in th "oh c 


1 bes ben to we by my own experience 1 
| during ſo 8215 a TIE as 5 have men- | 
bone. e 7 
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2 $3925 Nast 378 b 2800 77 1 
bas nite No 47." Dun bonn. Wh 
| Rats Sire ov Voi ted: bootes N 
1 L,nays really found yt b totgln dil. 
Qualified for che arrangement. pf, toe rey 
marks and obſervations, upon the influence 
of the Moons Which it was my wiſh \ to bare 
forwarded to Nou and. which by,experi- 
enge and long- ſulteripg I; could | haye ſtated 
beyond apprehenſion or doubt, in tych s A 
manner as might have rendered them wor- 
_ thiy of publication. 3 am therefore relue- 
tantly compelled to poſtpone the accoms h 
555 ES till ſome future opportunity. , 


482 910155 36007 479029 


2 11 Of e 0e GS _v3 | 9! nie 1 HENOKEL. 


— —— 3 ——— ä 20 2 4 — > » 2 


: sea / 93 2 


Ll 


88 3 = 0G 
4 | SL ON: 


| 


: 4 * 
151 e 7 
ba * 4 0 * "Ry - = ! * 7 P hy a f 
: i. 1 SS 8 F * 55 * r K . P d & 2 * 1 
Vl 79 4 111 141 bo wn ks ANCE, 2*- £17 © Bbq os Woes 
4 Were. 7 Q 
»- " 8 'Þ * 
e e hots, of ©: 6245/55 of arb 
4 TURE » * * 1 9 0 
wo 
* ' 
„ q i 
Jo. 48. 2 
# 1 N 
140 I 8 4 1 5 35+ Sa. 


5 <a time ago T had the honour of your 
| ſetter, wherein you are pleaſed to- requeſt 


the communication of whatever fact and 
obſervations may Wh occurred | to me re- 
Is lative to the influence which the revolu- 
tions of the Sun and Moon have © on fevers 


; | bei 7 + | A 
aud other diſeaſes. EZ 20 og 


Nn 
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My — in n India wr as yet not been 
of ſufficient duration to enable me to pro- 
duce facts which, when added to thoſe re- 

corded by others, might have helped to de- 
cide the preſent iger queſtion, whe⸗ 
ther there actually exiſt 1 in nature a general 15 
law of 9 great powers, or whether it be 2 


mere] * of a few r individuals, | 4 
f 2 81 25 
Hoch | 5 „ ee, 
5 3 
} 
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5 65 182 7 
Alchou gh 1 have never fo part icularly 
directed my attention to this ſubject, as to 
be able to give a detail of particular in- 
ſtances where the influence of the Moon 
Was or was not diſtinRly « obſerved at the 
| periods you have fo accurately laid down i in 
our late work, yet, from the tranſient ge- 
neral obſervations which I have occaſionally 
made, I am fully. convinced chat in fevers 
the Moon at the full and change exerts an 
influence by which the paroxyſms of fevers 
are rendered more violent, longer in dura- | 
tion, and ſucceeded by more imperfect in- 
termiſfions or remiſſions, than during the 
intervals Ix Nennen theſe 1 5 N 


"This opinion is . on my kaviog 


N obſerved, whilſt proceeding. by water with 
2 detachment of Europeans from Calcutta 


to Dinapore, during the months of Avgult 
and et 1791, that the TERS of D 
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Wait 3 fevers at 


by ee thoſe attacked dur- | 
ing ** interlunar intervals. . 


Fg Owing 1 ſuppoſs a more northern 
tiitude and dryneſs of the ſoil, fevers of the 
remittent and putrid kind have occurred ſo 
ſeldom at Cawnpore (at leaſt ſince I have 
been there) as not to afford ſufficient oppor- 
tunity of aſcertaining whether theſe diſor- 
ders are at that place influenced by the 
Moon or not. This far however I obſerv- 
aa, that during the month of Auguſt laſt 
the number of patients admitted into the 
hoſpital of Cawnpore with feveriſh ſymp- 
| toms, at the periods of the Moon, were 


; much greater than during the intervals. 


The D mptoms i in general, on admiſſion, 


were ſuch as chiefly indicated a collection 
of bile, dec. in the ſtomach and bowels; and 
B...... eg get © 


* 


„ 


of gentle emetics and cathartios, 
"id very ſeldom aſſumed a regular res 


mittent or intermittent form. 
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As there are no facts or eircumſtances in 
this letter, which are worth laying before 


| good a as not ta publiſh it, as my intention 


you at preſent, was bee 


cauſe] thought it a duty incumbent on me, 
as well as a proper mark of reſpect due to 


to anſwer your letter, even 
although I was conſcious that I had ane 


worth eommunicatin g reſpecting the docs 
 trine of Sol-lunar Influence. e e 
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I votaplince * b your * to < com- | 


minictte Touch facts as may have come to 


| my knowledge reſpetting the influence of 


the Sun and Moon on the human body, and 
| rh in Wy own n caſe while labouriny 8 


111 


he pleaſure to give you the following g account 


of Wy Alorder; ; and T am borry for not 
havin in g been more attentive in comparing 


the EDT "of lch other interinittents as TI 


4 re 


150 had opportunities to obſerve, with the 


ſituation of the heavenly bodies. 


= ler at "what tige e b 
Moon 1 e T6 the 6 mn "attack c of the fe- 


time of the day was al ut one 


Thos 2 i» n 2 by, 4 $; IS; . 1 4 bl; oF, . 53 
io x3 : > 
o'clock 


- 


| { 256 
o'clock in the afternoon, and the returns 7 

| wete extremely regular at the ſame hour 
every third day, for the ſpace of nearly two 
months, notwithſtanding the great quanti- 
ties of bark I had taken. Every paroxyſm 
terminated 3 in A . profuſe perſpiration, „ and 
was entirely c over by five o: clock. During 
the ſpace, of five months afterwards I had 
returns only of the fever, but regularly at 
every new and f ull Moon generally two fits, 
bed althou gh. ſometimes only one. The firſt 

| paroxyſins of the return generally happen= 
ed one day before the time of the iyzygic, + 

* ſometimes on the very day, but never | 
: ter. | | The time of the day continued the 


25 5 fame, as 1 never had a propyl later than | 


r $ IAC * * *% * CT)! e -A * x 
* " ü of 4 — . 7 * hd * 4 1 4 7 * £ 4 Fs . 
* 


1 5 | two o'clock, 


Myr riss at at, 83 no proſpect. 
ing a cure, by the ordigary nr 
e me to wake 5 * 8755 2 Ne 


= 0 528 ELLE US 


0 7 | 


(5). | 
Kit x ahh an ghee, and never d. 
"ge return of the fever. a 


J 1 4 4 ; / 

» : — L 1 0 

34 * 0 8 1 * * 97 * 0 4 4 # 4 
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8 Kübler dts 4 which RY lately come to 
my knowledge is that of Lieutenatit Wag: 
ſtaffe of the Engineer Corps, who labours 
at preſent under a regular tertian, the firſt 
fit of which attacked him on the day before 


new Moon; and he has ſuffered relapſes at 


the Yzygies' ever finde, "notwithſtanding 
that he häs been always prepared to take 
the bark for ſome days befote. He paſſed 
Bankybazar on the 1 5th of laſt month, and 
| Had! not had a fit ſince the former new 
Moon? but he had one on the nett ah, 
Which wur et en Moon. Neu. 


| F mY. orb 
JF # ; $46 „ aL o L % * Ii 3 , 4 > „ 44 if 
1 


* 


* vou likewiſe defire me to give vou af Feit 
account of the regular diurnal variations of 
the barometer which take place in this 
dountry, and which 1 faid' I conceived” to 
Sin, 1 {+ 


EE 
| be peculiar, to apical cli 


_ otherwiſe unaccquntebla. Grice. of. very, 
author whoſe work I had been able to con- 
ſult on che ſubjoG> /;Thg firſt intimation 
of this was ; from Mr. Hepry Til, who 4 * | 
formed me that he had obſeeyed-the, mere | 
cut to riſe every cht till aboyt. 13 eller. 
when it became tignary. I immediate 
repested bis. obſervations, and. found that 
the Hat was certain ; but that; thers Way 
| Jkewiſe, another diurnal, Fxiation, which 


* 


2 7 had ö Flcaped bis Notice, After PYMA0u9 


ohſervations, at all hours during the. day 
and, night, I foupd.that the mercury is ſub- 
jec to the following variations, With. the 


utmoſt degree of regularity, throughout the 
| Whole year. From 6 in the morning till 


| between ) and 8 it is ftstionary S it then 85 


| ves till g, ometimęa, though, rarely, till 10, 


When it remains ſtationary till, nhoon; it 


ten deſcends, and is loweſt at 3, and/ con- 


4 


Cup). 


kindes flationary till 83 wheat a to: 
riſe; and. continues till 1 T, and is then at 
On relating the above obſervations to tha 
hte; Colonel, Pearce, au indefatigable; and 
rigidly accurate obſerver, and ho had, de- 
voted much time and attention to baromey 
trical purſuits, he was. ſurpriſed; that ſuch 
fegular variations of the mercury ſhould 
have -aſcape# his obſervation : but ſome 
time after with great candour acknowledged 
| the certainty of the fact; and framed an 
hypotheſis to account for it, which you 
Will probably be able to obtain on an applis 
cation to ce EA 
Wenig e S 32 nl 101 al N 

n ann inenpli- 
euable on any hypotheſis that I can think of. : 


The periods are evidently connected with, 


* 


"he dect Mcd! ranveit f e 
not à ſatellite, might be eaſily explained by 
| the atmoſpherical tides eauſed by the ſun; 


N But when we find that the barometer is 
not in the leaſt obſervable degree affected 


by the Moon's paſſage over the meridian, or 


| by the united action of the Sun and Moon 


at the ſyzygies, we have abſolute proof 


that this c | cannot be the cauſe; either can 
the expanſion of the mercury, being direct · K. 
1 oppoſite to the phenomena, the greateſt 


OG * 


degree of heat taking place at A 


„ + 
the CA is loweſt. bn A1 
3 3 ö 
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With reſpect to the influence yy the 
Moon on the atmoſphere I was perfectly 
| fatisfied while in Beerboom that the cold 
| ſeaſon ſet in at the ſyzygies only; and that 

there was always a conſiderable increaſe of 

cold at every return of them. But at the 
| ad wer works near Calcutta, I obſerved 
N V 


- 


. 161 * 


55 ; wy great * of cold to "REID | 
_ tires at the quadratures. Being however 


it that time much engaged in other pur- 
ſuits, I did not attend to the circumſtance 


of the Moon's abſolute dftance, though of 
the utmoſt conſequence in all calculations | 


of the heights of the tide, to which the va- 


_ riations of the ſtate of the atmoſ phere occa- 


: ſioned by the attraction of the Sun and Moon 
muſt be analogous, And yet this fact ,impor- 
tant as it is to every ſeafaring perſon, eſpeci- 


| ally in river navigations, as well as to ſhip- 


' builders, for predicting the higheſt ſpring, 


tides, ſeems to be totally unknown to the 
generality of theſe perſons: nor is it ſur- ; 
5 priſing, as it is not taken notice of 3 in any 


| treatiſe on navigation that I have met with. 
But M. de la Lande (Aſtronomy, vol. Il. 


p- 6 56) ſhews, that if the Moon' 8 mean 5 == 
force to raiſe the waters of the ocean be 21, 
4 her greateſt force when Apogee will be 3 5 
. and 


1 . 
. . 
— cNBſ j — — — 


' 
; 
! 
[ 
. 
' 
„ 
f 
. 
' 
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A ber led when Perigee 33 nn | 
cient to acsount for the tides, at the qua- 
age being ſometimes nearly as high as 
ſthoſe at the {yzygics : a circumſtance which | 
Was fully aſcertained by part « of a cc m | 
Fe inſtituted for examining plans for new pow- ” 
der works at the Old Fort Ghaut, where | 
ſtakes had, been driven on purpoſe | to find 


the riſe of the tide. M. de la Lande con- . 


| firms. the. theory by, many obſervations N 
"oY with, great eee in ſome of { the 


5 4. —_ airy 7 5 the fat rol numerous | 
| meaſures of the heights of the tide both at 
the-old and new powder works, But vou 8 
may eaſily fatisfy yourſelf of the fact, ; .by 
obſerving, the height of a few tides at 
Champaul Gaut, when Jou will find 3 inya- 
riably, that every great parallax of the 

. Moon, at. the ſyzygies, is attended with a 
; Way, bigh, tide, apd frong bore; and vice, 
verſa, 


7 "Tm 
Fa — 


« 16 5 


verſa. 1 have not. then able to obſitve; 
that the Moon' 8 declination, notwithſtand- ; 
ing what you may have, heard from other 
| quarters Rs any Ferceprible effect on the 


—— 


2 . 3 S 735 [4X2 2. Tre 15 "If TIES | 


e 


dige, 5 I baye heard it made a an un- 
| anſwerable objektion to your ſyſtem, that 
the ficſt | attacks of intermittent fever 


1 


do happen at the quadratures ; as well as the 
| lyzygies, . and. that relapſes do likewiſe 
happen at the duadratures. Ne o ſhould 
Fou meet with any ſuch caſes, the above | 
| qbſervations may perhaps tend to "reconcile 


n 


1 ** an, . n oben 


* 1 
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y5 HAVE Tres: your Aer 4 the 244 of 


5 Jane, and conceiving that i it will. be agree- a 


able to vou to know Wbat opinion the late 


| Doctor Daniel Campbell (who ſerved i -in 
India till he arrived at the rank of Surgeon 
; General, and practiſed medicine with great 


ſucceſs) entertained on this ſubject, Ee 


down to inform you, that be obſerved and | 


9 


believed the influence og! the Moon in fe | 


9 vers. 1 remember particularly that he at- 
tended me at Calcutta in a very long and 

obſtinate fever, which uſed to difappearand . 

return again at certain intervals, without any 
55 deviations on my part. from the rules that 

5 Lt were rg to . Are ad ore 


wa ts = 


2 collec ben. that | he told me that it. 


* 05 


= | % 
Py . * * ot * 
. ; * 7 | x 
- & : q 
. 1 * « 3 


| So Was not at all woudertel, for that L* 
under the influence of the Moon z and that 
he had ohſerved it all along. Tafterwards 
attended te it myſelf, and bad get the 
returns of my fever were re con⁰edte with 

the perigds'of r the full vl ks . 
egen 11 20 fle I i 3:01 n 

I hall be glad if the Gch 1 ka 7s 

| related can be of auß uſe to you, bei With 
BY at r regard, & * 11 SYE9% 1 1 15 Ft! 0 | 
won 1 ache . EVE 24 24400 ef1 20 Aan 
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24 THOvVSAND thanks for your inſtructlve 


and kind communication of the 2 Stb July: 
5 the influence of Sun and Moon in 15 8. 


0 e I became 


- ye „ 1 think now as 1 have done ever fince 


11 


Tens aegurdtely to the ſubje@t., I bavgingt 
: the ſwalleſt doubt. of dhe fact. I have. {cen 5 
Þ.diſtigQly, in very many inſtapces in other 


(66). 


ki Wecken a with yoriys A 
nons band be was thenee prompted to at- 


people, and haye had 1 mpeh gegaſen g 


attend to it in my own caſe. And although 


dom pay.inglipation for natpral biſtory, and 


pe eh of py gins apd. attention 
to that ſtudy, I have not kept regular; ur- 


nals of the different caſes (Which 1 now 


 mauck-r9gre6),; the reality of the influence 
of the heavenly bodies is ſo much fixed in 


| my mind, that it enters into the conſidera» 


tion of every intermittent which comes un⸗ 
der my care, as vegas any other cir- 


cumſtance in the caſe; and I may fay as 
_ neceſſarily. I am ſo. much, convinced, of | 


the gxiſtence gf this influence, and of the 
impoftanbe of attending ta it im the treat 
went of 1 ee fevers | in this country, 
: * „ that 


0 By I. 
on £ ZZ» oft my ? 
4 2 + 1 5 wo 
* 


) 


! 


{ol ſhould certainly have thought 
it a duty to make public; what I conlidat 
not only as a curious fact in medicine and 


philoſophy, but highly worthy of the atteu- 


( ⏑ 
e 80 manner Simon fiearibe 
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OW INGO to + aw miſtake 10 not re. 
ceive your letter of the 22d uric and sch 


November till yeſterday. This will, 1 
truſt, prove a ſu ficient apol ogy for m. y got 


CTY. 


3229001 44 


having replied” to them much ſooner, 
RR M4 EDEN To 


- 
FY ; 
„ 4 


- 


4 
To the many teſtimonies which you have 
0 rixtinad relative-to the Moon' s influence in 
fepers I can with truth add mine, having 
had many opportunities of remarking it 
Huring a reſidence of ſome years in this 
country. * have-obſeryed. the paroxylms = 
of fevers to have proved in general more 
: violent about three days before and after the 
full and change, and to have gradually abated 
in” Viblence after theſe periods; ; and I have 
found that convaleſcents from fevers are 
more liable to ſuffer relapſes at the full and 
change than during the intervals. Of this 
I have ſeen e inſtayoes, | 
1 ſhall with "tare, comply with the 
F: requeſt made in your ſecond letter of the 224 | 
November as ſoon as ene oecur. 
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Ty HAVE, many "alas. to make 1 vat 
es acknowledging the receipt of your 
letter. When I Was favoured with it, 
had a ſevere. inflammation. of my eyes, and 

could not write without much pain. Up- 

on gettin 8 well, I had totally forgot; t the 
honour you had done me, and was only 
recently reminded of it Men a co nverſati on 


ns 


in Company. . © 2 * Weis 20 | &@ 9 : 


4 ſy 


160 ic z £907 5 895 8 8 Bin 8 
I am forry my experience RE abun 
FER have not been extenſive or accurate 
enough to furniſh you with decided facts | 
relative to the ſubject of your inquiry.— . 
The ſituation of Dacca, as you obſerve, is 

liable to intermittent fevers; but ſince 1 
i _ . hyed 


x - * k 
% 4 246 * wi, ? + OW} * 119 0 . * 5 24 


* 1 ) 

Lived i in it, few Engliſh reſidents have had 
regular agues; and thoſe, who have fallen 
under my inſpection, have conſtantly con- : 
firmed your general doQrine by a very con- 
ſiderable acceſſion of fever, about three days 

| N poſterior to the new and full 
n. But althougit 1 cannot from my 
own e high affitm the extent of this 
influence to be equal to your correſpon- 
dents, yet 1 mu ſt confeſs, J have feen ſeve- 
rt local complaints very confiderably a 1. 5 
fected by it, The time of delivery of Wo⸗ 
men With child, as far as my Wee 
| rience goes, appears to be not much under 
the influence of theſe periods; but I have 
ſeen two or three inftances of native women 
with rather ſevere intermittents, and with 
great ly inereaſed peroxyſms during thoſe | 
periods, who had no return of them after 
| their delivery. There is a diſorder preva- 
: MR the a natives in Daccay and I am 
0 22: told 


EE ay 
told very frequent, to -the. FI ALS and 
ſouthward,gfiit, which bogins with. a ſyrele 


ling: inthe extzerpities,- or in parts nr i 


k : * 
r 


zhe!, oxtromitibe.. This compleint, calle = 

0 64G by the. datives Sanjor, is ſeldom 222 a J 
Iced with any fever in the intervals 9 
ve thaſe periods, but during them with art = 
 celive high-faver and delius. 1 

wm hw bots 55 bs e 7 <a 230 | | 
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„ 1 Abl 1 20 opportunity in taking. 


; " the notes requeſted 3 in your favour of öth 

inſtant, and it would afford me much fas | 

J tisfaction i in being able to \ co-operate to the | 
n purpoſe,” S997 SR Þ 2; 


« 172 ) 3 
5 Aly not «receiving yours of 42d Jane 
At, has prevented me from ſending you a 
record of ſeveral caſes of fe vers; that from 
= July till this preſent month Oα“αFjxedꝰ at 
2 this place; im every one. of Which the re. 


| Quricof the paroxyſin at the full and change 
bee been pattieulatl firong, In one caſe; 
bas been, aher lt fiſt anner in ſepte- 
: ber, ſo protracted and repeated with more 


t leſd viclenrce at every change, that no 
mier than Saturday laſt, 16th inſtant,” ano- 
ther paroxyſm retürned. In x” Tevere- bili- 
ous inteſtinal. fever, that attacked. me laſt 
| 5 year about the end of July, at every revo-. 
weion of the Myon, and ffom that period, 
3 5 | till I was fairly out + Bengal, having been 
E | Þo reduced as to eck the Tea! air; 1 had a 
ee turm of the fever e in" diteredt 
+ DRY . 1 ge 3 Bo * dafi 
ef ir- ag ai ub As 5 
EI "That the bee the Noon is very 
| Sh ny £ | | | viſible i 


En 


viſible in alnoſt l febrile-caſes, I had am- | 
ple opportunity of obſerving in my firſt - 

voyage to this country in the year 1777, 
1 and ſubſequently till: 1791, on board an 
Imperial Eaſt Indiaman. The ſhip being 


drove on a bank in the river Maſſuma, on 
the eaſt coaſt of Africa, at the place called 


2 Behagoa bay, the crew, through hard la- 
bour and un whole ſomeneſs of the place, | 


ſuffered much from an epidemical bilious 


fever, ſo as to have fixty and ſeventy pa- 
tients ill with it at times out of 180, that 
formed the whote of the ſhips company: : 


| almoſt every one having | been ſeized in turn, 
ſeveral died. 


On this . as afterwards in the 


gulf of Cambay; at the N icobar illands; 


at Kedgeree, in the river Ganges; * Hough» 


ly 3 and on our return, at St. Jago, one of 


the On de Verd Iflands; ; where the ſhips 


W 4 
Su 
- 


went 


0 _ * 


I went and remained for a certain time: in the 
_ courſe-of the voyage, the crew was ſevere- 
5 ly and repeatedly attacked by remittent and 


intermittent fevers. I obſerved, and was ſo 
fully perſuaded of the effects of the Moon's 


changes on them, that I took notice of it 
min a publication I made in my return to 


Bay *, with a view of cautioning ſucceed- 


ing ſurgeons, coming from the Mediterra- 
nean in that country, that the method 
5 adopted. in our practice there Was by no 


means adapted to the treatment of the acute | 


. diſeaſes that Europeans are liable to, be- 22 


tween tho tropics. . | 
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' I nave been favoured with your letter of 
the 25th. of July and Toth. inſtant, and 
ü though 1 I have had much opportunity within, 
that period of obſerving the Sol-lunar influ- | 
ence on fevers, &c. I cannot fay that I 
bave met with any thing here to determine 
me in its favour. Since Mr. Stephens left 

| this place, I have had the charge of the 
native hoſpital, and thou gh I have conſtant- 

ly had from 100 to 150 fick, and thoſe 

moſtly fevers and fluxes, and have paid 
pretty ſtrict attention daily to the caſts,” 1 
have found in general, that the paroxyſms 
have been leſs violent about the full and 
change, than during the intervals between 
choſe periods. Our ne ſituation kere T 


Wl 


þ A | ' i 
4 5 hs * * 1 4 f 0 + *. * . * 1 
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CE EY 


thought very favourable to determine this 


point, as we have had many agues and fixed 
intermittents 3 yet, by Every obſervation I 
have been able to make, 1 think it has ra- 

ther been againſt the lunar Elten. 5 


10 15172 4 "Bi * E. 12 1 


ee Serben promiſed t to > Ba your 
better; on this ſubject, on his leaving this; 8 
if he did not do it, I truſt you may have 
met with him 1 in Calcutta, as I conceive 


his obſervations here will corroborate what 


| Thave ſaid “. 

25 J. W. BAINDRIDGE. 
Degen Ng 6 ; 7 5 18 ; ; * 
- Gurexacons, 210 November, 1793+ 
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b 1 ſaw Mr. Stephens as he paſſed Calcutta on his 
way to his preſent ſtation, but his information was by 
no means againſt the Lunar ſyſtem. He allowed that 
the relapſes of fevers were generally connected with the 
ball and nnen 
wards 
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: Pe" very bad caſes * 3 have lately 
fallen under my care, &c. &,—The patient 
of the * caſe is at this moment in extreme 
danger, and, 0 the ſtate of the Moon, I 


am under the molt ſerious alarm 5 f or im. 
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„Telit no doubt, nor does any m edical 
man, I preſume, of the utility of your re- 
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wards f ſhew is an ' obſervation +>, eg in il 
alone ſufficient proof of the general law, 
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Fl Mr. Bainbridge's letter differed 3 both 5 | 

matter and inference, from all that I had received, I ap- 8 i 

plied to him immediately on the th Dec. 1793 for more kit 

28 information. However, although he has ac- 11 

ledged my letter, Thais a as yet been Ins with 6 0 

10 reply to it. > 
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| e and alſo that the faculty 4 in gene- 
mul, and the world at large, will benefit by he 
them. It is akoniſhing that thoſe laws of 
nature which ſo clearly ſhew themſelves, 


| Thould have been ſo lang neglected and un- 
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our own nei e I ſincerel 1 8 
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by fo many writers of ſcience, i in 
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hops you will meet with that Lupport you 
merit, and that. the juſt tribute of w well carn n 


wort, oor 1 that, 13> 2 +4 Ba * 5 £ 


| applauſe: may prove ſatisfactory to your feel- 


SON ings for t the labour you have ſubje@ted your- 
{elf to. ; 3 
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3 i the province of Rungpore, Shins” I 
„ have reſided. upwards of eleven years, from 
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6 5 j 


_6y vita obſervation, the general Wa in- 
diſputably eſtabliſned; and 1 have to la- 
ment that eaſes catinot! be: produced to 1 
convince others, as well as I am myſelf, of * 
the lunar influence in fevers and agues, the = 
moſt prevalent _ diſeaſes in this part of the 

country. However I do not deſpair of col- 

lecting a few caſes previous to my departure, By 

5 Which ſhall talte great pleaſure in chm- 7 

munivatmg to you; arranged in the manner 

vou require. I truſt, my good ago 
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Jan, and wherein, 1. aki; every attention 


and change of the 
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Is cc d by a lady about the mid- 
eee . had been afflicted 
with abdominal obſtrüctions for upwards 
of twelve months. The ſymptoms. were 
25 f lows ; as ſoon as ſhe awoke in the 


bs 10 th, 4 AA: 


mornin % he was ſeized with anxiety and 


a very unuſual and diſagrecable ſenſation ' 
a little below the umbilical region, attended 


with _ little pain. 
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—_ the ta ſhe aroſe in the mornin 8 


= till ele a at noon ſhe had very looſe 
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me was 5 tolerably well; except being gan 
after fitting for a length of time, with a 
ſwimtming in the head and ou faiatneſs. 
5 3807 Bebi of Lu oft a ont tor 
:  T' commended giving ber fall doſes of 
ealomel and opium. From the time ſhe be · 
gan with the above medicine till the caſe: 
was completed (the firſt of November) ſhe 
never once eſcaped the effect of the Moon ; 


which always took place three days 'before | 


| the change and three days before the full 
Moon. At theſe periods all the ſymptoms 
returned with great violence, and continued | 
for two days; but as her complaint gave 
. way to the medicine, the influence of wh 

X Moon bade Weeiben les vielen. . 
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7 made particular enquiry if ſhe bad paid 
any attention at the full or change of the 
Moon before 1 faw her. . She ſays ſhe very 


r recallects that every thirteen or - four- | 
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have ſeen her when: the firſt appliod to mo „ 
not remember, as ſhe had no idea that it . 
7 Es influence on her diſorder: 
howeder, I have not the leaſt doubt that 
it was about the ſame time I have obſerved 


daring a attendangh 99 4 1 


10050 ©. 9 SE, » . f * 
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With. cadet AX to othe ge « the Moon, F 
on fevers I have ſo repeatedly obſerved it, 
both with Europeans and Natives, > that 
= opinion it is beyond all doubt : how-. 
I do not mean to ſay that the parox- 
wes Asen meet at the ſame time of the 
Moon, as in the above caſe, but ofte t nd g 5 
after the full and change. | 
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11 HAVE peruſed your letter, 2 am n 


perſuaded, from experience, that the Moon 
has a very powerful « effect on fever. —After : 
a fevet which I caught : at Rawghur, Ifuf, 

fered relapſes almoſt conſtantly at, the full 


+ | 4 


g and change of the Moon for four. or, five 
years; and could with confidence, during 
that time, announce the arrival of the 


| oo g8 without conſultin 8 an almanac. 


1 
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: 1 Hwa your letter to the gentlemen 
of my battalion, and from them I have no 

doubt you have obtained much information: 
for almoſt all of them ſuffered from fevers, 
and were 604g to ſimilar e, at the 
5 Rogz. DENNIS. 
20th January, 1794. Wo, : 7 
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* we Wen bout letter of the FER | 
6b Vage, ad from the” obvious wilt of 

he inveſÞgatio n in Which you are engage 
4 1 feel m nylelf called upon to let you 


know tar 1 have long obſerved the influ- | 


ence of the Moon in feveriſh complaints; : 


but more particularly at Pettebeat in the 
Rahilcand country, where I reſided during 


the rainy ſeaſon of the year 1779. | "Moſt 


of my fervatits, and: indeed a great mavy of 


the inhabitants of that town, which is u- 
ated near the foreſt ſkirting the hills,” were 
attacked with ſevere” intermittents; Which 
I underſtood was the caſe every Lesen; ald 


were ſometimes very fatal. 
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: As 1 had no gantpven⸗ with me, A 


obliged to treat them -myſelf-;' and was ſo 


ſucceſsful in removing the diſtemper, by 


firſt premiſing plentiful evacuations by Tar- 
tar Emetic, and then giving the Bark abun- 
dantly during the intermiſſions of the fever, 
that I had ſoon a great many patients from 
amongſt the better ſort of people of the 


town, who requeſted I would give them 


medicines; and I really cured a great many 
of theſe intermitting fevers. During this 


period I obſerved. that the returns of the 
fever were generally about the full and 


8 change of the Moon; and long before 1 

had beard the matter agitated, in conſe- 

| quence of the opinions you had ſtarted, x | 

had formed an opinion that the fluids of the ; 
human body, as well as the tides and at- 
moſphere, were much affected by the ſitua· ; 

tion of the Moon: and have now a oon · N 


viction, from a continued obſervation, that 
|  thers 
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Mr there is not a diſtemper of any kind that is 
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— at conkiderable 255 "and defer- 
5 red 1 it to a moment of leiſure; which, bow- 
HE ever, 1 have not enjoyed, and am not likely 
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to enjoy for a great length of t time. | I ſhall 
Cage give you the teſtimony of the 
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| £01 people here in two or three words. 
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Ia fayohr of the Lunar Influence, Lieu - 
_ tenant Dick's teſtimony is the moſt pointed. 
IL ſend - vou his note encloſed. Captain 
Welſh declared that having formerly been 
affected with what is called a hill fever, ho 
continued. for many years to perceive its 
effects every full and change of the Moon, 
even during his reſidence in Europe i and 
that he was always liable to febrile ſymp» | 
toms at thoſe n wt: his arrival at 

"Konica 5:17 ho 5 wor 


The officers of he detachment coringin 5 
Ahn at preſent, are unanimous in their de- 
 clarations, that they have either experienced 
this influence themſelves, or have obtained 
a cuviction of its reality from the experi- 
enge af their brother officers acht! 


Win cen 7 W 
ok not ee the reſults fuer un 
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as yet to authorize: mie to entertain a' deddd- 
ed opinion on the ſubject. I believe how- 
ever; that in all febrile caſes of neglect or 
maltreatment,” thoſe ſymptoms are liable 
tolrecur at the lunar periods. Old com- 
Pbiigts of every kind, when attended with 
febrile ſymptoms, are, under ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances, expoſed to the operation of the 
ſame influence; which on all occaſions 
would appear to have a more obvi ous effect 
on Europeans than on the natives. In 


_ caſes where the patients have not been neg- 
lected or mal-treated, I have ſeldom per- 
ceived any deciſive Ras of the ana 
| of this induenoe. 5 VVV 
In this i hoſpita 1 have ſornetmnls ima - 
gined that I pereeived its operation; but 
the effects were not Aa obvious to 
produce” conviftiot,” unleſs in one inſtance 8 
W ee officer, Upon the whole 1 
a think 
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think ;the. coincidence of fevers or relapſes, : 
in a variety of diſeaſes with the principal 


4 


lunar periods, is an eſtabliſhed fact: al- 
though the extent of this coincidence will 
for ever prove 2 ue of dens and of 


diſpute. err gene er earah 


The admiſſions into the hoſpital have 


F 
The diſ charges 395 


Of the Dratbs. 


Refuſed, or took no medicine. 3 
Brought from the jungles 10 or 15 
days ill of feyer before admiſſion 5 
Old neglected venereal 5 
Of fever and fluxes -  - 3 
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, ;Oblige me Lembng e paper 
what you have experienced yourkels of the 
Moon's Influence, and what you know 
others have experienced, and ſend me the 
reſult to bo tranſtiitred t to Balfour. 
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Ny, cferyaticns were hot: 0 minute as 
to enable me to give any ſatisfactory infor- 
2 mation 


( wi ) 
mation regarding the exatt time of the day 
af the attacks of the fevers, or the vio= 
lence or abatement of the paroxyſms. But 
I am very confident that moſt of the ſuf- 
ferers who were afflicted with it, uſed to 
experience a relapſe at the full and change 
of the Moon; and that this influence is fil 
felt ” _ at this = Leonard 
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Max of the natives at Guttaul and Ra- 
danagore, are afflicted with ſwellings in their 
legs ſimilar to what you have deſcribed, but 
I have not obſerved that the weavers are 
more ſubject to it chan other claſſes off 

labourin g men. 


tions than I have made, or am capable of - 
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They —— complain. moſt on the 
_ both at Full and change, at Which 
times the pains are more acute, aceompani- 
+ ed by fever, which ſubſides as the ſprings 
go off, Some are afflicted in both legs, 
though moſt commonly I think only one 
leg is ſwelled. It is a grievous diſeaſe; and 
if you can point out any medicine likely to 
remove it you will much oblige me: or if 
you wiſh to make more accurate obſerva- 


making, both on the nature of the diſorder 
and its probable remedy, I can ſend 3 or 
4 men afflied therewith to you at the gar- 
dens; where in hopes of a cure 1 am con- 


vinced they will be happy to attend. 
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«03% 30 10 Sri ile gd badi Rib 
ge gat? 'forry hit; 25 partly from hury ef 
bufinefs, and Hardy from negligetice, 1 
have not kept ſo regular A journal fince 1 


came to Calcutta as to enable me to give . 


geeint opinion vir the ſubjecx of Jol lunat 
Auer Er 3601 Kecdt -h OAH s 
nent T3263 d: πõ,jaö H⁰ν,HeNI 
Pot _ ra ena keep a 
ppürnaf during the mönth of July, Auguft, 
September, atid October, when fevers were 
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el Fresken; Joa obſerved wer atx 


were more frequent aböut the change and 
full, ' than during the intervals between 


theſs periods. I alſo obſerved that the ac- 
ceffion of fever was moſt common about 


8 mid-day but cannot with cettainty declare | 
751 a . 0 ö that 
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that the n in evedy Ka of. fever 
ſhew themſelves in a greater degree of vio- . 
lence about the change and full: becauſe 

the medicines that wefe given muſt have 
diſturbed the regular courſe of the parox- 
yſms, aud made it difficult to aſcertain with 
exactneſs what effect the, Moon 8 e | 

had on the. der les Andes e do - 


H Wi of tt Orne 09 6 e119 et s 
There een however of whieh-Lam | 

: more convinced than that relapſes.; 7 moſt 
| frequent during the periods you mention: 
- farnetimes had patients in rewit- 
tents and. intermittents, during the 5 rainy 
ſeaſon, who afterwards hadi regular returns 


 gvery\changefandl full of the, Mgon.till.the | 


mann February 8 Mfb. wet e, 
11 0 1000 loin od; ani en, we 185 
; 15 1 have obſerred that. en which are | 
. ymptomatic of obſtructions in the Liver 
and en eſpecially the, latter , and alſo. 
1 | 8 hectic 
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bedtic, fevers, Mak" ben more intenſs at 
_ full and change than at any other pe- 

The influence of the Moon was ea- 


— prepay in theſe fevers, as no bark 
could be given. Ll 


Patients ill of other diſorders have often 
tes me- lier their Lompliints Wed 
ways worſe at the full and change. Nut as 
almoſt every body in Bengal is prepoſſeſſed 
wih an idea that the Moon has a baneful 
influenoe; and as in chronic diſeaſes I eould 
only have the patients word for it, I gene- 
rally thought that they were unintention- 
ally deceiving themſelves and me. I have 
only further to add that ſol- lunar influence 
appears to me to be moſt powerful from 
rde firſt of July un the firſt of Janus · 
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ERA me I reachved your letter, I Ve 
boen ſo umsell that I was unable 46, anſwer 
1. as I Wiſhed. Although I am now. better, 
ö my obſervatioos in intermittent. or re- 
miteent· ferera, without requiring a detail of 
the ſts or peculiar D ptoms. In: theſe 
fevers 1 have feen e many - :inftarices;/ of 
 Fhipſes-ocrurting ve every full end. 
_ change:iof tha. Nooonyifor:many:months. - 
geben, hat 4; cunt for a: mamænt doubt 
thotithe maejtlepented n the fother ? and in 


5 kheſe caſes I found bark and other medi- 


_ cipgs much m pore plus! in preventing the 


attack, when given ee before the 
Heuss 


| cqgurnencement of the. lunar i nce and 


991 


. Ke during 


Cc ag) 


 Guring the Girſt days of it; than when. given 


at any other period. As my obſervations 


in other diſeaſes have neither been ſo nume- 


rous nor concluſive as the foregoing, I will 


not trouble you with them at preſent, &c. 


carcurrA, gth February, 1794. 


No: GS. 


JAMES HARE. 


 T'ywave to acknowledge the receipt of 


both your letters, which various interrup- 


tions, but particularly the general relief of 
the troops, and the neceſſary preparations | 


for moving from my former ſtation to Cal- 
cutta, have n me from 1 


ſo ſoon as [ wiſhed: - 


/ 


The 
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\( i298 ) 
The General Hoſpital of the Preſideney 
1 now come under my charge. From 
the number of patients conſtantly in it, 
and the mode in which the hoſpital books 
are now kept, I hope to be able to lay bo- 
fore you, in the courſe of a year, a great 
number of caſes that may not be unworthy 
of your acceptance. In the mean time, al- 
though I have not been able to aſcertain : 
how far the firſt attack of fever is induced 
or affected by ſol-lunar influence, yet 1 40 
not hefitate to aſſure you, that both in Ben- 
. gal, and on the other ſide of India, where 
I ſerved with General Goddard's detach- | 
' ment, I have obſerved, in patients greatly 
weakened by fever, in general, the relapſes 
and exacerbations of the whole tribe of 
febrile affections ſo much connected with 
the periods of the full and change of the 
Moon, and their remiſſions and abatements 
| fo much conneQed with the intervals be- 


tween 


( 299 ) 


tween theſe periods, that I do not entertain 


a doubt of ſol-lunar influence. May you 
long enjoy good health, my Dear Balfour, 
to enable you to purſue your ſtudies * the 
80 of mankind, | 
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| Part of N. 4 e th mb in its proper 


4 2 e ; x * * 
* Þ 1790 I well recollect chat my fever 
uſed to return at new and full Moon, re- 


golarly. The coming in of the bore *, * 
which we heard from, a great, diſtance, uſed 


- 


'. Tue tide which find up the Hive like} a very high 
ſurf, with great violence n 


O * ; 3 


— 


(a) 


to tokirecarechgnced me:of the fit eoming on · 

J do noi believe I had any cold aguiſh ſte at 
Gbytetty ; nor have I any reoollection whe - 
ther the fits were moſt; ſevere in the day or 
the night. In 1780 my recdllection is ſotne- 
what dauer, but it does not reach the points. 
you require to know ; viz. I do not recol- 
le& the particular time of the day or night 
when the fits come on, or whether they 
were more ſevere in the one than the 
other. I recolle&t with, horror what I felt, 


and can poſitively affert that the new and 


full Moon, for year eight months together, 
uſed, to the beſt of. my judgment, to iuflu- 
ence my fever. I had regylarly five attacks, 
the third one the ſtrongeſt, and each attack, 
to the belt of my retolleQion, was later than 
the former nearly 7 I of an "at hour, | Pert 


5 41101 


me to add, that 1 have dat obſervd 

(for years) myſelf affected with, OHmptoms 
ſimilar, though in a ſtnall degree, about the 
91. % 29 


; (% 

full and chan ge, compared to thoſe I felt in 
17803 and frequently have anſwered my 
friends, who obſerved a change in my looks, 
(till within theſe five years) that the curſed 
Moon was fitting on my head. I only ob- 
ſerve this trivial matter as a proof that I 


ever did, and do now, believe the Moon 


had att influence itt REV VION" fevers of 


4 


1770 and 8. N 5 


The little information Lhave given you 


on this ſubject is, nevertheleſs, my beſt, 


Others Lhave not been able to prevail u upon 
5 to write, thoygh they know edge ling : 


felt the, g- 
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THIS 3 contains the 8 f 
Dr. . Lind, in his We lan. 
Vis Sab La næ ad Bengalam mirabi- 
liter ad recidivam hunc morbum perpeſſos 
proclives efficit; unde hanc 1 inter cauſas ex- 


citantas morbi annumerare poſſumus; ; eft 
enim ita infignis, ut ægrotus, qui octo aut 
decem diebus convaluit, in ſummum reci- 
dive adductus fuerit periculum, antequam 
meidum cli Jecus plenum orbem impleat, 
aut ſub interlunium, ni cortex Peruvianus 
& inhibendi cauſa detur. Documenta tam 
| "_ ſunt, AC res 5 ipſa ita cunctis Bengals 

n 


« 203 5 


aegentibus innoteſcit, ut mode diſſe we 


e nn ef he i 


- 


"EIS acl ſexto calendas NIN: anno 1762, 


tempore pomeridiano, Solem haud parum lumine defec- 
tum vidimus ; ac cum antea ſub ſerena ceeli facie ex ni- 
mio æſtu laborabamus, mox inter maximam obſcuratio- 
nem aer multum algebat. Tunc temporis, remittens 


febris qua tenebatur D. Macquire a præfecto in conci- 
lio tertius ſubeunte Solis defectu, exacerbata eſt; eodem 


vero tranſeunte, evanuit. Ægroti vero qui tum noſtra 
ſub cura erant non admodum afficiebantur. 5 
| Subitos ac violentos Lunz effectus tum præcique ob- 
ſervavimus 4to Nonas Novembris, hora circiter ſecunda 
| matutina, quo tempore terra interpoſita radios iriterce- 
pit ſolares; in eo temporis articulo haud pauciores octo 
nautarum ex febribus convaleſcebant, eodem fere tem- 
poris puncto, vehementiſſimo paroxyſmo ſunt correpti;z 
et idem plurimis evenit qui in nave. fucre n . 
pu demandati. 


5 43 


| Quicumque hanc rem v4 praxin medicam adhibere 
ſervandis quz in hac regione a Luna perficiunter. Hu- 
jus motus, et æſtuum ex his pendentium theorie, idea 
generalis ex operibus D. Jacogi FER OSO, R. 8. 1 
optime parari poteſt: Hiſce igitur perſpectis, arti me- 
dendi addicti facile cognoſcere poſſunt, quo potiſmum 
tempore vis lunaris maxima fit, et qua præcique tem- 


peſtate 
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(C 24) 
- Quoſtam ipſe el, qui non ni fob 
ipſo plenilunio et interlunio paroxyſmum, 
: et tum unicum tantum, habuere; qui ta- 
| men facili negotio arceri potuit, ſi cortex 
Peruv. paueos dies ante erſpectatum acceſ- 
a fionis 1 tempus exhibitus, ac uſque quo illud 
ſit elapſum continuatus fuerit, in hujuſce- 
modi caſu febricitanti puero guidam Mauro 
ipſe- ſanantes porrigebam mands, morbum 
uſque ad quatuor paroxyſmus quovis blen. 
a et interlunio turd reduentes ponds, 


5h Aces . a at quidem 
nautieam illam ephemerida commendamus publici juris 


a Reverendo D. Maſkelyne factam in uſum 'eorum qui 


in patenti oceano longitudinem explorare velint, quæ- 
que motus omnes lunares exacte perſequitur. Intra 
Tropicos lumina cœleſtia ſæpe verticalia ſunt, ac proinde 
majort vi agunt quam in regionibus altiorum ut vocant 
latitudinum; Literatiſſimus autem MAD complura col- 
legit earl virium Solis et Lunz ſub clo Britannico 
at in India Orientali et Occidentali, ut in quavis alia 
intra Tropicos regione, molto plura et notabiliora facile 
| Sigh I de $a, 25, Ce. 
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ut 
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_— 
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Cas) 


ut prius rem ipſam exploratam haberem; 
quam oorbloem 0 00erventen admoverom. 
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THE ef ache contained in thil numbe 
is furniſhed by Dr. Robert Fackſen. Ir was 
my intention to infert here his original paper 

in the London Medical Yournal, at fult length: 
but that book not being at preſent i in ny 222 


fron, Tam under the "neceſſit fy of. JubſSituting an 


account of 1 it "from 4 4 Review of New Publica- 
Hons © the European Magazine, Vol. page 
340,” bl 2 believe i is . car rec. ” 
911 111 121 ** een ener a 287 
44: London A0 del, Pl. VIII. 
for the Deer 1587. Part I. 8v0. Art. IL 
| « Some "obſer vation on he connefion of t the 
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new Fu full Moon with the invaſion and re- 


e lapſes 
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 lapfer of fevers, by Robert Jaclſon, A. D. 


Phyjician at Stockton, i in the County of Dur- 


| ham. Communicated in a letter to Sir Jo- 
ſepbh Banks, Bart. P. R. S. and by him to 


Dr. Simmons. wi ; 


1 
: 6 
4 % 1 1 R R 
$ * 


et The connection of the new and full 


Moon with the attack and relapſe of fevers 


ſeems, at preſent, to engage in no ſmall de- 


5 gree the attention of the medical praQtion- 


ers. It is certainly a ſubject extremely cu- 
rious both to the philoſopher and the e phyſi- | 
ccian. : We have lately had a treatiſe on it 


- by Dr. Balfour, who, has refided ſeveral 


Fears: 1 in the Eaſt Indies ; : but his account, 
it ſeems, differs materially from what has 
been obſerved by the preſent writer in the 


| Wort Indies and in America. n 


8 
PE, 


bay ro . he ſet out for the 
and of nas, in the beginning of the 


> Fas 5 


4430. Ws: 


year 


_ 


* 


1 2% 


year 1774s. was apprized. of what Dr: Lind 
had mentioned as an effect of the new and 


full Moon, and of eclipſes, relapſe of fever 5 


in India, and might be ſuppoſed not unpre» 

> pared to expect ſomething of a ſimilar kind 
in Jamaica. Accordin gly, before the end 
of the year, he had reaſon to believe it was 
a thing, even in that country, not without 
| foundation. In the courſe of the year fol- 
3 lowing he went farther. , 1 He obſerved, chat 

5 frequently, three, or four of a company of 
Pidier fell ill on the ſame day; and that 
this did not happen above once in a fort- 
night. In the year 1776, he directed bis 


Attention t to the ſubje& with greater accu- 


racy; ; and at the end of the year he found 
| that of 30 0 caſes of remitting fevers, 28 had 
| happened c on. one or other of the ſeven days 
preceding new or full Moon. The year 
| following, of 28, 22 occurred in the ſame 
n and during both 2 it was ob- 


ſerved, 


—_—__— — —— ————— 2 


if 
[ 
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| 
. 
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= 
| 
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bers; that, although the oven days ptes 
eeving new and full Moon, or the ſecond 
end laſt quarters, were what might be rec · 
Koned theſicklyipetiod, yet that it was on one 


of che fou days innttlediately preceding that 
the attack of fevers » Was ity remarkable. 
2 * 1 120 0 NYSE; B. Lu 9001 10 


13 1778. the author joine#'the army at 
You Ifland, in America, and at the end &f 


that year he Bhd that, of 160 caſes which 
had fallen under his care, a bout 80 Had hap 


* 


\ w_ 1. 4} 13 
pened 3 in the Period above mentione * 


the years 1 779 1 785, and. 581 I, Wh 


ment he attenu led ſerved in dhe oats rn. 


" {5 3 * 


| Provinces, a and Was copſtatitly in che field, 


„ 5 35 Dit 7251 
It Was often encamped in unhealthy fitua- 
13 117 10 22185, Go A+ 


Hons, and alten bad the intermittent f. fover 
epidemic. in 4 bish degree. When that was 


os! | 1 10 VEL. v 2 
the caſe, the 1 ir regularity « of invaſion wa 


ellygt 


greater ; yet even then, he obſerves the ap- 
8 to new and full Moon i Elie failed 


No 


(9 ) 


to double the number of the fick; but tis 
memorandums having been loſt in one of 
our unfortunate rencounters with the enemy, 
he is unable to aſcertain exactly the you” 
tion 1n the three heli 4 

« Theſe ace Vs put l e adoubt 
that the new and full Moon, or the ap- 
proach to new and full Moon, is a power- 
ful exciting cauſe of fever, it would cer- 
tainly be curious and of | importance to deter- 
mine the degree of it in the different parts 
ol the world —Surgeons « of regiments, the 
author obſerves, and thoſe who have the 
care of convents and hoſpitals, haye the beſt 
opportunity of coming at the truth. Ob- 
ſeryations made on the. people a at large, who . 


41 


live in a thouſand different ways, will al- - 
ane, as, he juſtly remarks, be uncertain... 
7 as an inquiry which, in the opinion of this | 
writer, particularly concerns the army; - and 


F. e 


he thinks it is no raſh affertion to ſay, | that 
A knowledge of this principle, and a kuow- 
| ledgecf the proper uſe of bark, will go far- 

| ther in preferving the health of an army, an 
army on ſervice, than all the other helps of 
medicine put together,” AIDE 
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Al ruoven none * theſe gentlemen 
ſeem to have paid a any attention to ſol- Iunar 
wy uence, y et each of them has contributed | 


a little tö thew that it exerts its power 
in the region of AMERICA as well as ff 
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Dr. Blane mentions the cafe of 2 phyſi- 


elam df ſome vminence in the Weſt Indies, 
who always enjoyed uninterropted health, 
which he imputed to his taking from half an 
ounce of bark every change and full of the 
Moon, as he thought that fevers of the re- 


mitting and intermitting kind were more 


apt to recur at theſe periods. Vide 0% on 


150 Dj eaſes of Ne See P. 22 5. 


Dr. Moſely gives a — of pl 
Hemorrhage, in which the effuſions of blood 


obeyed the periodical changes of the Moon. 
Vide Treatiſe on Tropical Diſeaſes at the 


end. 


© 
} 4 


Dr. Hunter, in his accurate account of 
the periodical changes which took place in 


the Weſt ladies its the ſtate of ſores amd ul- 


cots, Ras deſpribed a chain of phemormene 
which is ſimilar to what we ! i 
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| India connected with the cher of the 
Moon, and which we- cannot, therefore, | 
reaſonably. refer to any cauſe, but Sol- lunar 

Influence. 7 de 05 on. the. qu of the 
| ra in e _ V. h 
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IN this 2 I * inſerted Bxtrats 


| Treatiſes I have publi 1/hed on Sol-lunar  Influ- 


ence ; and alſo from other obſervations never. 


2 % 


© before prone to the public 
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4 Extracts from à Treatiſe on ibe Influence. 
ny — * n at Calcutta, 
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from the hiftorical part of - the di ferent. 


Es „ 


44 The bilious! intermittent fever, which 


appears for the moſt part in the form of a 
tertian, or of a quotidian, and ſeldom in 
that of a quartan, is by far the moſt com- 


mon fever in this country. In whatever 
form it preſents itſelf, I have almoſt (a) 
invariably obſerved, that its firſt attack is 


on one of the three days which immediate - 
ly precede the full of the Moon, or on one 
of the three days which immediately follow 
it, or on one of the three days which im- 
mediately precede and follow the change of 
the Moon. I have obſerved the remarkable 
connection which prevails at this time evi- 


dently, at leaſt three complete days, both 


before and after the full and change of the 
Moon: ſo that it continues at leaſt fix (6). 


complete days at each. In general, I think - 


that. the days of the, full and change are 
more powerful than any other, and thoſe 
that follow the full and change more. power. 


. ful 


Can) 

| ful than thale that 3 but my dbtet⸗ | 
vations reſpecting this paint do not allow | 
me to ſpeak with any: confidence. I thall, 
therefore, when I have occaſion: to men- 
tion the full and change of the Moon, com- 


1 prehend i in my meaning the whole of the 


"fix days already deſcribed,' at each of theſe 


periods, without regard to any one in parti- 
cular. With reſpect to theſe two periods, 
I cannot poſitively fay which of them has 

| the nan er, of bret 8 fever. | 


The full and Abbe of the "PR are no 
leſs remarkable for occaſioning relapſes than 
for inducing the firſt attack of bilious fevers. 
This is à fact ſo well eſtabliſhed that there 
are few Europeans who have reſided for an 
time in this country Who are not ſufficient- 5 
ly informed of it, either from their own. 
- perſonal experience, or from the daily proofs 
wy it that occur in the circle of their ac- 
quaintances, 


\ 


| Fi 1 
12 quaintances, But i it cannot poſſibly eſcape 


the notice of any perſon who practiſes me- 8 


dicine with the ſmalleſt attention for a few | 
months. For my own part, I have obſerv- | 
ed this tendency to relapſe at the full and 
change in variably for theſe fourteen Years ; 
and in pacticylar caſes can prognoſticate the 
retunn of the fever, at theſe periods, with 
almoſt as much confidence as I can A 
the revolution elk. 25 
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the courſe of common practice, not being 
properly attended to, or aſſembled, may 
ſometimes, perhaps, prove inſufficient for 
impreſſing the truth of this general obſer- | 

vation; but whenever a number of fick are 
collected together in one place, and 

 plicity of correſponding proofs! are repeat- 
oily! e at che Pate en, ea. | 


a multi- 5 
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months the charge of a regiment᷑ of Sepoys, 
in the province of Cooch Behar, immedi- 


ately under the vaſt range of mountains 
which ſeparates | the northern parts of Ben- 
gal from Boutan. The diſorders were 


7 chiefly fevers, or fluxes attended with fe- 


ver; andin the ſpace of the firſt month above 
400 men were taken ill. The greateſt 


Part of theſe however got quit of the fever 


in the courſe of the eight days which in- 


tervened between the full and change, and, 


by the aſſiſtance of medicine, were ſoon re- 


duced to 70 or 80. But during the re- 

maining months of our ſtay in that country 
| the ſick conſtantly increaſed nearly to dou». 

+ ble this number at every full and change, falls, 
52 ing dowh again as conſtantly to their for- 
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mer Randard Gain the' gut days which 
intervene between theſe two periods. In 
future I ſhall call theſe intervening g Gigs 


the intervals, 5 
a fb af + n +: ep one, 4+. 
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Ahbebgv I am now endeavouring to eſ- 
tabliſh the ſuperior influence of the full and 


| change of the Moon in producing bilious 


fevers, J muſt, at the ſame time, allow that 
the intervals are by no means exempted, 
either from firſt attacks, or relapſes. But 
theſe happen much leſs frequently at this 
time, and when they occur, furniſh- argu- 
ments to ſupport the propoſition We are | 
trying to prove: for the fits are nowdeſs 

ſevere, of ſhorter duration, and yield much 
more eaſily to medicine that. thoſe which 

happen during the full and change; aud the 
approach of theſe two periods as certainly 
increaſes the violence of the diſorders When 
| Preſent as 4 coming on of the intervals 
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nike along with, it a remarkable abate- 2 
meat ofthe Srroptant, ar aer finden 8 
ide ener. | 
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Tbe remittent fevers I hank: met it in 


this country have either been purely bilious 


or of a putrid tendeney, ſuch as the pucca 


erer of Bengal, deſeribed by Dr. James 


Lind or a few: others of the ſame nature, 
e rapid in their progreſs, and reſembling 
more the putrid fevers delineated by Sir 
John Pringle; to which 1 muſt. add ſome 
— rheymatic and nervous fevers, and likewiſe: 


the fever which en the 5 
a the e 


Wach regard to the bilious remittents, 
whether you confider the particular r tine 
of their attack and relapſe, the ſeverity and 
duration of the paroxyſms, and their diſpo- 
fition + to remit, or NP" Rt changes 
Tad: | on that 
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that take n on their trapfition Frags the 
full and change to the intervals, and from 
the intervals to the full and change, the in- : 
fluence of the Moon at theſe: periods is no 
leſs remarkable in them than it is in inter- 
n 


khe ce Aiflentation of Ds 2 
Lind on the put rid fever, which firſt Ne 
pared my attention for this ſubject, furniſhes 
many | proofs of the influence of the full 
and change in this diſorder; to which Ican 

now add my awn experience, and the con- 
ſent of many other gentlemen who haye 
been e ee pt Conley: | og | 
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where, and in a ſmall number of rheumatic _ 
and nervous feyers, the influence of the full | 
and change never failed to ſhew itſelf in a 
remarkable manner; aud in every caſe, 
2141957 8 RE where 


” 


. 
5 


great many more una 
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where Theve had an opportunity of incking 


_ obſervations, I have'\ſeen it "exert itſelf 


ſtrongly in the fever which 5 the 
eruption man ſmallpox; git 


>. 3 6 : N. 
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But theſe obſervations are not confined: to 
intermittent and remittent fevers. Head- 
achs, tooth-achs, inflammations of the eyes, 
aſtinds,” Pains: and: ee of the n * 


the Wowel anime in e paſ- 
ſages, eruptions of different kinds, and a 
ended by any obvious 
fever, aſſume often an intermitting form, 
and regularly return or increaſe with the 


| fall and change of the Moon, and TO. 


or diminiſh Wes the intervals. 
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— as far as my experience ex- 
tends, the attack of intermittents, during the 
8 infhdents of the full and change, happens at 
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ſome e between gbr in "the" ak 


the paroxyſm in ene all mene 
pretty much limited to the ſame time; and 


the period at which their remiſſions ſeem to 
be moſt complete, is between three and 
eight in the morning. Fevers no doubt at 
tack at every hour of the day and night, 
but this obſervation I think holds: good in 

the full and change. 55 
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Previous to the publication of the Treati - 
from which the above Extradt is taken, my 
attention had been principally attracied by the 
connet tion of the attacks and relapſes of fevers 
with the periods of the full and change of the 
Moon ; Fer the principal ob jecr of that Trea- 
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ti A u the public, not ah * 
cireumpantial detail of faltsy but. the Ouns- 
AA Inn A which the detail, paſſng continu- 
ally before me for the ſpace of 1d, years, had 
imprefed upon my mind. How far that IDE 
dus currect and juft, the public ure now enabled 
to decide, by comparing it with the maſs of in. 

formation whish 15 an ms in the 2 
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Extrafts from a Treat, iſe on Burris inteſtinal 


| remitting fevers, publ. hed” at 9 in 
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"CHAPTER I. 


Oo a Medical divi fon of ti time dn for in in- 
 veſtigating and defining the Laws of ibe Fe- 
brile State, and of the Sal. Lunar Infinence. 


L * 3 45 3 


. 1 . i a 7 0 
1 7 — \ f #Y 43%. 23 - 4 + 
: * 


Drv1s10Ns of time have been adopted in 
hs ſciences, accommodated to their ſe- 
veral purpoſes; and the follow ing ſeems to 
be indiſpenſably neceſſary for deſcribing the 
forms, and explaining the nature of theſe fe- 
vers; and, it is conceived, will be found 


| well ſuited i in other reſpects to - the purpoſes 
1 medicines, & 
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MevicaL PzRIos | or Trax, ae, 


Tas Dar Pexrops, or ſuch is Our 
in the ace of medical wy which is the 
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ſpace included between half an hour paſt 


eight in the morning, and the ſame time 
next t day's 5 and s 25 
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and a half before, and as much after twelve 
N mid-day; | 


The Evening 8 We 


aa includes the ſpace between the Diur- 
n6-Meridional and b © Noctumo- 15 


Meridional F Fah 


27 * 8 Meridional Period, 


Is Acids about * hours, viz, three 
and a half before, and as much after twelve | 


O "clock mid-night ; 3 900 
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I. The 83 Period, which includes 
about ſeven days; viz. three and a half be- 


fore, aud as En the change of the 
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ar Iterval, 
kick rage the cs — the Ple- 
- nilugar and its ſucceeding g Novilunar period. 
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3 about ſeven lunar periods with thr 
| reſpective intervals; viz. three and a half 
before, ani as wach abe be Vertal” edui- 
nene e ot obulgaf c Heide Ae 
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3. The Autumno Equinoxial Vol, 

wp; includes about) { ſeven lunar periods : 
9 with 
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) | 
andi as half before aud as much after the au- 
4. The Winter Equinoxal Inter val, which 
includes the ſpace between the autummo- 
equinoxial and the verno- equi 
Vid Treatiſe, Page 9, &c. | | 
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Be of the origin of the Meridional. Paroxy ſms of | 
dhe Febrile State. „ SORES 
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obſer ved that, during the YET OR Y 


and nocturno · meridional periods, the ſymp- 
toms of the febrile ſtate are liable to certain 


remarkable exacerbations, which very rarely 


attack at any other time; and which we 
have therefore denominated Diurno- Meridio- 
nal, aud NoGurno-Meridional Paroxyſms. 
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SECT. II. 


Of the adn of the Meridonal Paroxyfm 
with the Meridional Periods and In 
ridional Intervals ; and their dferent ten- 
dencies at age times. 


Under this head I have to obſerve, 


TY that as far as my experience extends, 
 thenofturno-meridional paroxyſms, Whether | 
they attack in the lunar periods, or inter- 


. | lunar 
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lunar intervals, generally appear before 4 ; 


diurno-meridional - paroxyſms, and may be 
diſcovered in the nocturno-meridional period 
diſturbing the patients reſt, and forming only 
obſcure nocturno- meridional paroxyſins, fre- 


quently not at firſt recognized by the patient 


himſelf, or ſcarcely recollectedafter the ſlum- 


bers which ſucceed i it, in the morning inter- | 


meridional remiſſion: Secbndly, that in the 
courſe of the diſeaſe the ſymptoms generally 


run conſiderably higher in the nocturno- me- 


ridional paroxyſms than in the diurno-meri- 


dional : And thirdly, that the nocturno- 


merid ional paroxyſms often continue to re- 
turn in the courſe of the interlunar intervals 


after the diurno-meridional Fee have 


ceaſed to appear. 15 N 


Fre theſe obſervations (Xl. 1. and |, 


t 155 1 ) we are led to this inference, That 
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| tufno-meridional paroxyſms, howſoever high 


the ſymptoms run an jnto the ſucceeding 
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more flight and obſcure, and generally noc- 
turnal, dirviniſh daily, and diſappear gra- 
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F. Having entered into a ſecond. lunar 
period, the meridional paroxyſms ſuffer an 


exacerbation nearly. fimilar to that. which 


they ſuffered.in the firſt; and thus continus 
going. on, till the eee of. the 
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lunar period i is. denominated the firft interlunar interval 
and that which ſucceeds the ſecond lunar period is de- 


naminated the ſecond inturlunar interval; and ſo o. 
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dional paroxyſms ceaſe to return; or con- 
Ho only for a few days « obſcurely, 18 
fobäde gradually; ; and terminate, ſooner « or 
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Althot eh che more e et courſe 
ff 8 meridional paroxyſins i is to ceaſe in 
the firſt and ſecond interlunar intervals, it 


18, however, not uncommon. for them to 


continue through maby more ſucceffive 
lunar periods, and interlunar intervals, with. 
the alterna ate exacerbations and abatements 
chat ate peculiar to each Nage, In cafes of 
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